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AWmL  ESPORT  OF  THE  JVISDICAL  OEFTCER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  ms  YEAR  1965. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Boinme  Urban  District  Co\ancil, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  Vital  Statistics, 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Urban  District. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  acres  10,103 
Population  - Census  1961  5 >339 
Population  - Registrar  General’s  Estimate  1963  5,430 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1,812 
Rateable  Value  £146,766 
Sum  represented  by  a Id  rate  £58? 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Extract  frcm  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1963. 

Note  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

As  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas  materially  affects 
both  the  Birth  and  Death  rates  of  these  areas,  comparability  factors  allovdng  for  this  are 
issued  by  the  Registrar  General  for  each  Local  Governmenl  Unit.  These  factors  may  be  used 
for  calculating  what  are  termed  in  this  Report  as  Nett  Rates  and  fairer  ccmparisons  are 
obtained  if  the  latter  are  used  vdien  canparing  rates  with  those  of  any  other  area  (v^hen 
these  have  been  similarly  adjusted)  or  with  rates  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 

These  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  Bourne  U.D.  are  1,00  and  1.00 
respectively.  The  corresponding  figures  v/hen  multiplied  by  the  Crude  Rate  (that  is,  for 
Births  or  Deaths  as  the  case  may  be)  will  give  the  Nett  Rate, 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

39 

41 

80 

Legitimate 

38 

40 

78 

Illegitimate 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Nett  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births 

1 

1 

2 

14.73 

34.73 
18.2 

2.5fo 

1 


Male 


Total 


ITemale 


Still  births 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Rate  for  England  and  V/ales 

Total  Live  and  still  births 

Male 

Female 

Deaths 

25 

31 

CJrude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

Nett  death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

Rate  for  England  and  V/ales 

Infant  Mortality  (i.e,  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of 
one  year) : 

Male 

Female 

Total  number  of  deaths 

— 

— 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Male 

Female 

Neo-natal  deaths  (i.e,  deaths  of  infants 
under  4 weeks  of  age) ; 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Rate  for  England  and  Y/ales 

Male 

Female 

Early  neo-natal  deaths  (i.e,  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  week) ; 

Eejrly  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Perinatal  mortalily  rate  (i.e,  still-births  and  deaths 

under  one  week)  combined  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Causes  of  Death  under  one  year  of  age 

Maternal  mortality  (i.e,  death  due  to  pregnancy  and  childbirth 
or  abortion) 

Rate  fcr  Eaglar-d  and  Vfeles 


2 

1 

1 

24.39 

17.3 

82 

Total 

56 

10.31 

10.31 

12.2 


Total 


Nil 

20.9 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 


Nil 

14.2 

Total 


Nil 

24.4 

30.8 

Nil 


2 


Nil 

0,28 


The  birth  rate  at  14*73  "was  three  and  a half  per  thousand  less  than  the  average  for  the 
Country.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18,2  which  is  the  highest  since  the  last  war. 

The  death  rate  on  the  other  hand  at  10,31  v/as  nearly  two  per  thousand  better  than  the  National 
figure  of  12,2,  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  out  of  the  total  deaths  recorded,  41  per  cent, 
or  two  in  every  five  were  aged  75  years  and  older.  The  equivalent  figure  in  Stamford  and 
South  Kesteven  Rural  District  are  60  per  cent,  and  50  per  cent,  respectively. 

The  natural  increase,  that  is  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths,  was  twenty-four,  a big 
improvement  on  1962  -when  there  were  ten  and  in  1961  when  there  was  a decrease  of  eight.  This 
augurs  well  for  the  futvire  of  the  town  provided  they  can  eventually  find  employment  in  it 
or  near  to  it. 

The  National  figure  for  infantile  mortality  this  year  was  20.9  which  for  the  ninth 
successive  year  was  the  lowest  figure  ever  previously  recorded.  In  Bourne  there  was  no  death 
of  an  infant  under  12  months.  This  bears  testimony  to  the  skill  and  care  which  are  given  to 
the  expectant  mother  and  her  child  by  those  engaged  in  obstetrics  and  child  care  and  by  the 
mothers  themselves  to  their  infants. 

It  must  be  realised  hov/ever,  that  with  the  small  numbers  with  which  we  are  dealing,  that 
statistics  are  misleading.  A anall  alteration  to  a nxmaber  can  lead  to  a wide  alteration  in 
the  rate.  For  example  just  one  infant  death  in  1962  produced  a rate  of  12,2, 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  comparability  factors,  both  for  deaths  and  births  given  by  the 
Registrar  General,  are  imity.  This  means  in  effect,  that  the  composition  of  Bourne*  s 
population  is  estimated  to  be  exactly  that  of  a cross  section  of  the  whole  Country, 

Cardio- vascular  diseases  (22)  were,  as  usual,  the  most  common  cause  of  death,  though 
Coronary  Disease  (4)  was  not  in  quite  such  a dominant  place  as  in  previous  years. 

Malignant  growths  were  only  narrowly  in  second  place  in  the  roll  of  death  and  of  these 
no  fewer  than  6 vi/ere  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  being  32  per  cent,  of  the  total.  If  one  looks 
at  the  total  nmber  of  male  deaths  from  malignant  disease,  the  position  is  more  sombre  still. 

Of  the  eleven  cases,  six  were  due  to  this  largely  self-inflicted  cause  representing  54  per 
cent,  of  the  total.  It  is  not  ignorance  of  cause  and  effect  that  prevents  a reduction  in 
cigarette  smoking  - it  is  just  a manii*estation  of  personal  self  indulgence  in  defiance  of  the 
health  facts  and  the  social  implications,  A fev/  tiy  to  blame  air  pollution,  but  this  is 
virtually  absent  in  this  town  and  area.  The  Government  set  no  better  standard.  While  sub- 
scribing fully  to  the  WDrld  wide  accepted  scientific  correlation  between  anoking  and  lung 
cancer,  and  also  the  part  it  plays  in  chronic  bronchitis,  coronary  thrombosis  and  peptic  ulcer, 
they  gratefully  received  £878  million  in  tobacco  duty  ard  expeided  £824  on  the  total  cost  of 
the  National  Health  Service,  The  public  themselves  expended  £1,242  million  on  tobacco.  £20 
million  more  than  they  expended  on  all  meat  and  bacon  products  and  twice  as  much  as  on  bread 
and  pastries.  Trudy  the  dulcet  tones  of  My  Lady  Nicotine  are  as  alluring  and  destructive  of 
the  male  as  ever  were  the  Sirens  in  classical  times. 

Nationally  last  year  deaths  from  lung  cancer  were  15)  again  amounting  to  an  average  of 
over  74  a da^'",  four  times  more  than  in  all  road  accidents.  To  those  who  suffer  from  this 
addiction,  I soy,  do  reassess  the  position  - and  your  health,  for  over  27,000  last  year  paid 
the  pries  for  ignoring  al'd  warnings. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause  of  Death 


Total 

Age  in  Years 

Sex 

All  Ages 

5- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- i 65- 

75  & over 

M 

2 

•• 

1 i - 

1 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- I - 

1 

M 

P 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 1 2 

— 

M 

F 

2 

— 

— 

2 

mm 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 
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- 

M 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 i 3 

1 

P 

M 

P 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 i 1 

- 

1 

•• 

- 1 1 

M 

2 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- I 2 

- 

P 

5 

— 

- 

1 
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- I 2 

2 

M 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 i 2 

- 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- I - 

1 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 1 - 

1 

P 

M 

P 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- i 1 

7 

2 

— 

— 

- ! 1 

1 

M 

2 

- 

- 

I 

- 

1 i - 

1 

P 

1 

- 

- 

- ; 

- 

- 1 1 

- 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- i - 

1 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- ' 

- 

- 1 - 

1 

P 

6 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- i - 

4 

M 

P 

1 

— 

1 

— 

■ ^ 

M 

P 

1 

— 

— 

mm  i 

mm 

1 i - 

M 

P 

1 

- 

- 

) 

- 

- j - 

1 

M 

25 

•• 

1 

1 

7 1 9 

7 

P 

31 

1 

— 

2 

3 

2 j 7 

16 

l/.allgnant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  I^ymphatic  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Eaeumonia 

I^Tperplasia  of  prostate 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


4 


The  Eespii-atory  group  of  diseases  were  represented  solely  by  3 cases  of  pneimonia.  It  is 
good  to  report  that  bronchitis  did  not  feature  &.t  all  in  the  death  figures. 

The  suicide  rate  throughout  the  Country  has  been  rising  steadily  of  recent  years  and 
unfortunately  the  one  case  in  Boiime  last  year,  in  which  the  method  chosen  was  the  domestic  gas 
supply,  has  added  to  the  total. 

One  death  due  to  a vehicle  accident  and  one  due  to  drowning,  make  three  cases  of  premature 
and  preventable  death,  which  must  cause  deep  regret  to  all  interested  in  socio-medical  work, 

HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  OHE  AREA 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Under  the  County  Council  schajie,  there  are  two  District  Nurse  Midwives, 

Hcane  Helps  and  Welfare  Food  Ser^rjces  - Local  Secretary,  Mrs,  C,  Watts. 

Hone  Helps  are  made  available  in  approved  cases.  The  local  Headquarters  are  situated  at 
the  North  Street  Welfare  Centre  and  are  open  as  follows: 

Mondays  and  Wednesdays  - 9,30  a,m,  to  12,30  p.m,  and  2,00  p,m,  to  4«30  p.m, 

Tuesdays  and  ii’idays  - 2.00  p,m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

The  Heme  Helps  provide  a wonderful  serwice  to  the  elderly  and  disabled,  the  problan  family 
and  the  mother  after  her  confinement.  Without  their  assistance  many  frail,  lonely  and  elderly 
persons  would  have  to  go  to  welfare  accanmodation  or  even  hospitail.  Eight  are  employed  full 
time  for  work  in  Bouine, 

Health  Visiting. 

Under  the  Coxmty  Council  scheme,  one  full  time  Health  Visitor  covers  the  Urban  District 
and  part  of  the  Rural  District  of  South  Kesteven,  She  is  the  general  practitioner  amongst  the 
Social  Workers  being  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  vih.ole  family,  and  especially  its 
weakest  members,  the  under  fives,  the  physically  handicapped,  the  elderly  and  problem  family. 

The  work  is  difficult  and  the  results  often  long  tern,  but  the  Community  owes  the  Health 
Visitor  a great  debt  for  the  enormoios  amount  achieved  in  the  prevention  of  ill-health  and 
social  breakdown  and  also  in  health  education. 

Ambulance  Service, 

Two  ambulances  and  two  dual-purpose  vehicles  are  stationed  at  Bourne,  As  usual,  all  the 
demands  made  upon  the  service  vrere  efficiently  met. 

Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinic, 

The  School  Clinic  is  held  each  Thursday  morning  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  North  Street,  but  as 
in  recent  years,  it  was  poorly  patronised,  except  for  the  purpose  of  Youth  Employment  and  other 
special  medical  examinations,  and  accordingly  infant  welfare  cases  are  now  seen  at  it  also.  The 
regular  Infant  Welfare  sessions  continue  to  be  held  on  the  1st  and  3^^  Thursday  afternoons  in 
each  month  and  the  average  attendance  at  these  has  increased  during  the  year. 

Regular  Ophthalmic,  Physiotherapy  and  Speech  Therapy  sessions  are  also  held  at  these  same 
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premises  for  children  up  to  school  leaving  age,  but  alas  there  is  no  sign  of  a dental 
sur-geon  appearing  to  carry  on  the  school  dental  service. 

The  School  Health  Service  also  provides  a psychotherapy  clinic  at  the  Children*  s Hostel 
in  West  Street  vrith  Dr.  V,  Holdway  in  charge. 

I would  like  again  to  thank  the  voluntary  workers  viio  give  up  so  much  time  to  help  at 
the  Clinic.  They  are  engaged  in  the  sale  of  welfare  concessionaoy  foods,  helping  with  baby 
weighing  and  generally  improving  and  fostering  the  social  activities  of  the  Clinic 
culminating  in  the  Christmas  Party.  I am  most  grateful  to  them, 

Immunis  at ion , 

Free  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  immunisation  is  provided  by  the 
family  doctors  under  the  Co\mty  Council  scheme,  as  is  vaccination  against  Smallpox  also.  The 
same  service  is  also  available  to  the  infant  and  school  child  at  the  North  Street  Boxme  Clinic 
which  was  restarted  last  year  to  meet  an  expressed  wish  and  to  assist  in  raising  the  immianisation 
status  of  the  Community, 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes  for  Expectant  Mothers, 

Daring  the  year,  thirty- six  young  expectant  mothers  attended  these  classes,  making  an 
aggregate  attendance  of  271.  Thirty  of  them  were  referred  by  the  Hospital  and  six  by  the 
family  doctors. 

There  have  been  many  expressions  of  appreciation  for  the  help  which  they  have  received  as 
a result  of  it.  During  the  year  the  opportunity  of  seeing  "To  Janet  a Son"  and  other 
educational  films  was  given,  and  these  were  enjoyed.  As  v/ell  as  educative  these  meetings  are 
made  a pleasantly  social  occasion. 

Hospital  Services. 

These  are  provided  by  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  who  control  the  Butterfield 
Hospital  and  the  Chest  Hospital.  St.  Peter*  s Hospital  for  the  mentally  disordered  however  canes 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hb^itol  Board,  who  also  provide  all  the 
mental  treatment  services  for  this  area. 


A clinic  for  diseases  of  the  chest  is  held  at  Bourne  Chest  Hospital  each  Thursday  by 
Dr,  Bernard  Rjoyce,  Consultant  Chest  Physician. 

V enereal  Disease s . 


Clinics  are  held  at  the  out-patients  department.  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough  under 
Dr,  N.  A,  Ross. 


Mordgy  s : 
Wednesdays; 


Males 

4.30  p.m. 

5.30  p.m. 


to 

to 


6.30  p.m. 
7.00  p.m. 


Tuesdays; 

Thursdays; 


Females 

10.30  a.m, 
4.30  p.m. 


to  12  noon 
to  6,00  p.m. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological,  investigations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Peterboroxjgh,  under  the  control  of  Dr.  dencross.  The  assistance  and  co-operation  extended 
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to.  123  throughout  the  year  has  "been  on  a most  generous  scale  and  has  made  our  control  "work 
much  easier. 

PREVALENCE  MD  (XNTROL  OVER  INEECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease,  excluding  tuberculosis  showed  a rise  on  the 
previous  year,  there  being  15 6 cases  compared  with  78  i^i  1962  and  207  in  1961,  This  increase  wa3 
due  almost  exclusively  to  the  89  notified  cases  of  dysentery.  These  Virere  part  of  the  outbreak 
which  started  in  the  closing  v/eeks  of  the  previous  year.  The  bitter  weather,  frozen  water  pipes 
and  coisequent  lack  of  the  usual  copious  water  supplies  were  factors  against  which  the  control 
measures  had  to  struggle.  The  Junior  School  toilets  were  frozen  up  on  a number  of  occasions. 

Throughout,  the  greatest  co-operation  was  received  frcm  the  Head  Teachers  who  rang  through 
to  the  Health  Department  the  names  of  all  pupils  who  were  absent  and  in  vdicm  diarrhoea  or  vomiting 
was  suspected.  All  such  incidents  were  follov/ed  up  promptly  and  v/here  considered  necessaiy,  faecal 
swabs  were  taken.  This  procedure  allowed  for  very  early  action  and  treatment  and  the  family  doctor 
in  each  case  was  kept  fully  informed. 

Disinfection  of  the  toilets  and  handles  and  the  insistence  on  all  children  VTashing  their  hands 
after  using  the  toilet  and  before  meals  also  helped.  The  outbreak  was  gradually  brought  \jnder 
control  by  these  gnd  allied  measures  including  the  svvabbing  of  all  suspicious  cases  and  contacts. 
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The  responsible  organisms  were  resistant  to  the  sulphonamde  group  of  drugs  and  also  to 
Neomycin  and  erythromycin  but  were  sensitive  to  streptomycin,  tetracycline,  chloram  phenicol 
and  furadantin.  Later  in  the  outbreak  the  organisms  had  acquired  a resistance  to  streptomycin 
also,  showing  how  rapidly  the  cunning  bacteria  can  change  their  characteristics. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  up  from  13  cases  in  1962  to  29,  iipart  from  the  patient  who  is  engaged 
in  or  is  a member  of  a famiiy  engaged  in  food  handling  or  is  a practising  midwife,  this  clinical 
entity  is  of  little  public  health  significance.  Sufferers  from  haemolytic  sore  throat  v/ould 
equally  be  a menace  in  a food  business  but  this  condition  is  not  notifiable  though  due  to  the 
same  organism. 

There  was  a higher  incidence  of  pneimonia  vrfaich  was  mainly  of  the  post-influenzal  type  and 
was  most  prevalent  during  the  artic  conditions  of  the  early  months. 

One  case  of  suspected  Paratyphoid  Fever  was  notified.  This  referred  to  a Belgian  guest 
in  the  town  but  it  turned  out  not  be;  fortunately  for  all  concerned  and  not  least  for  scxne- 
one  far  from  home. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  was  absent  from  the  tovm  for  the  thirteenth  consecutive  year.  Is  it 
too  much  to  hope  that  it  vd.ll  be  banished  for  ever?,  NO,  provided  that  the  little  trouble 
involved  in  taking  children  to  their  doctor  on  four  occasions  so  that  they  can  swallow  a few 
drops  of  the  virus  on  sugar  or  syrup  is  faithf\illy  undertaken.  Is  this  too  much  to  ask  for 
immunity?  Unf ortvinately , apathy  is  quick  to  spread  and  memories  of  the  past  tragedies  from 
this  disease  are  all  too  soon  forgotten. 

Even  more  true  is  this  of  Diphtheria,  from  v\rhich  there  have  nov/  been  sixteen  years  of 
immunity.  This  could  and  may  well  be  broken  if  the  mothers  do  not  conscientiously  ccntinue  to 
have  their  children  protected  in  their  first  and  fifth  years,  I can  assure  those  who  are 
sceptical,  of  the  necessity  for  this  that  the  Diphtheria  bacillus  couild  take  the  stage  again  with 
no  less  virulence  for  having  been  kept  waiting  in  the  wings.  He  is  only  awaiting  an  audience  of 
the  foolish  who  haven’t  heeded  the  warnings  - and  are  there  not  enoxogh  to  fill  the  Com  Exchange? 

[There  was  no  Smallpox  scare  this  year  to  encourage  vaccination  and  the  demand  accordingly 
was  less,  Wny  'wait  for  near  panic  vaccination  sessions  when  it  can  be  done  at  the  optimum 
moment  for  you  and  your  doctor.  No-one  knows  vhen  the  virus  vd.ll  fly  in  or  the  individual  vd.ll 
fly  out  to  meet  it  at  some  distant  point  of  the  earth. 

It  is  good  to  report  no  case  of  Food  Poisoning  during  the  year. 

All  personnel  of  the  Y/ater  Board  working  within  the  area  in  contact  vd.th  the  water  supplies 
had  bleed  widal  examination.  This  was  arranged  with  the  Board,  your  doctor  and  Dr,  Glencross  of 
the  Peterborough  Public  Health  Laboratory,  It  was  done  to  remove  the  faintest  risk  of  con- 
tamination of  the  supplies  by  organisms  of  the  lyphoicV'Psratyphoid  groups. 

The  occurence  of  cases  of  Weils  disease  in  neighbouring  areas  in  recent  years  was  a 
reminder  that  precautions  should  be  taken  to  obviate  the  risk  of  this  preventable  disease  to 
those  working  in  rat  infested  surroundings.  The  Council  supply  all  their  workmen  who  might  be 
occupationally  at  risk  with  a card  of  Do’s  and  Don’ts,  It  would  be  made  available  to  any 
employer  wiio  requested  them  vd.thout  a doubt.  Why  is  not  this  disease  notifiable?  Because  the 
present  list  of  notifiable  diseases  is  outmoded  and  archaic.  Of  vdiat  practical  importance  is 
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it  to  have  measles  and.  whooping  cough  on  the  list  in  1964?  It  certainly  d.oesn‘t  help  to  control 
them,  but  it  does  waste  a lot  of  time  and  money* 

Venereal  Disease. 

The  National  incidence  of  new  cases  of  venereal  disease  remains  a cause  of  anxiety, 
particularly  as  teenagers  feature  so  much  in  the  rise. 

This  year,  in  Bourne,  there  were  ten  new  cases  reported  fran  the  Peterborough  Venereal 
Disease  Clinic,  compared  with  fo\ir  in  I962  and  three  in  I96I,  Most  disturbing  however  was 
the  fact  that  three  of  these  were  in  fact  teenagers. 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  attending  the  Peterborough  Ho^ital  Special  Clinic  with 
venereal  conditions  was  294  canpared  with  251  in  19  62  and  242  in  19  6I, 

This  is  j\3st  another  indication  of  that  spirit  of  self  indulgence  and  lack  of  concern 
for  the  consequences  of  ones  actions  which  at  the  mcment  stalk  the  land. 

Tuberculosis, 

There  were  no  notifications  of  tuberculosis  either  of  the  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary 
types  during  the  year. 

It  is  good  once  again  to  record  that  the  close  and  harmonious  liaison  which  has  been 
developed  and  fostered  between  the  staff  of  the  Boxnrne  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Health  Visitor 
continued  throughout  the  year.  The  interchange  of  information  between  the  Clinic  on  the 
patients  condition  and  the  instructions  given  to  him  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Health  Visitor 
on  the  domestic,  social  and  financial  factors  in  the  individuals  case  on  the  other,  must 
greatly  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  service  to  the  patient  which  is  the  object  of  all  con- 
cerned, It  allows  also  for  contacts  of  notified  cases  and  defaxilters  from  Clinic  and  Surgery 
to  be  followed  up  without  delay, 

Tlie  B.C,G,  vaccination  scheme  now  four  years  old  was  continued.  All  children  aged  thirteen 
are  eligible  and  consent  to  Mantoux  testing  and  subsequent  vaccination  was  received  in  respect  of 
130  children,  of  them  120  were  foxmd  to  be  negative  and  vrere  subsequently  vaccinated.  Nine  were 
positive  and  had  Chest  X-*rays  but  no  active  tubercle  v/as  fo\and.  One  was  absent  and  will  be 
followed  up  next  year, 

I would  like  to  thank  Dr,  Bernard  Eoyce,  Consultant  Chest  Physician  and  Mr,  Dunn, 
Radiographer  for  their  help  in  this  v/ork, 

SANITARY  CIRCBMSTaNCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  responsibility  for  the  supply  and  distribution  of  water  is  that  of  the  South 
Lincolnshire  Water  Board  on  which.  Bourne  is  represented  by  one  member, 

Hie  water  is  obtained  by  a 36  inch  and  13  inch  bore  from  the  Lincolnshire  Limestone 
water  bearing  strata.  It  has  a hi^  degree  of  total  hardness  and  a pH  of  7*1.  There  is  no 
anxiety  about  plumbo-solvency,  even  if  it  is  extravagant  on  soap  for  the  housewife  i7ho  wonts  a 
lather.  There  is  no  naturally  oc  curing  fluorine,  Tte  analysis  of  this  water  is  again  included 
at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  The  Council  have  resolved  to  support  the  policy  of 
artificj.ai.  fluoridation  as  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of  HeaJLth,  the  British  Dental  Association, 
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the  British  Medical  Association  and  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  Unfortvinately , 
the  Water  Board  are  unlikely  to  he  in  a position  to  implement  the  resolution  for  seme  years.  In 
the  meantime  fran  present  experience,  one  must  go  on  looking  vainly  for  a set  of  good  deciduoiis 
teeth  in  the  school  entrant,  vThile  the  parents  indialge  their  off-spring’s  insatiable  appetite 
for  dentally  destructive  sweets  and  preventive  treatment  is  virtiially  nil. 

The  average  daily  consmption  of  water  during  the  year  was  229,500  gallons  compared  with 
225,250  in  1962  inclusive  of  industrial  usage,  working  out  at  about  42  gallons  per  head  per  day. 
However  it  must  be  noted  that  the  large  ccmmercial  laundzy  with  its  demands  for  v/ater  is  not 
included,  as  a private  bore  supplies  this  ivith  a maximum  permitted  abstraction  rate  of  60,000 
gallons  a day  - a cemparatively  low  figure,  I,  like  many  others,  am  deeply  concerned  at  the 
enormous  amoxmts  of  water  abstracted  annually  from  the  imdergroxmd  supplies  in  this  area  by  the 
Water  Boards,  by  private  individuals  and  by  firms  for  industrial  and  agricultural,  including 
cress  growing,  purposes.  Much  is  allowed  to  mn  to  waste.  There  is  clear  evidence  that  the 
v/ater  levels  of  these  underground  reservoirs  is  dropping,  as  also  is  the  pressure.  These  facts 
make  it  imperative  that  the  strictest  control  be  exercised  to  avoid  the  wasteful  abuse  of  this 
national  heritage.  Nature  may  be  lavish  in  its  giving  but  resents  prodigal  exploitation  of  its 
gifts,  as  many  parts  of  the  -viorld  have  learnt  to  their  cost. 

It  was  agreed  in  I96I  to  aocept  for  treatment  at  the  Bourne  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the 
crude  sewerage  arising  from  the  scheme  of  sewering  the  neighbouring  parishes  of  Morton  and 
Haconby  to  the  north  and  Th'urlby  and  Northorpe  to  the  South,  The  agreed  date  for  the  start 
of  the  scheme  is  October,  19 64.  To  accommodate  this  extra  sewage;  capacity  was  to  be  found 
at  the  works  by  reducing  the  infiltration  water  gaining  access  to  the  present  system  and  by  seme 
extension  of  the  works  themselves,  Ihase  II  - the  resewering  of  West  Street  and  West  Road  v/as 
completed  over  a year  ago. 

Phase  III  - consisting  of  the  Willo\jghby  Road  foul  sewer,  the  resewering  of  Abbey  Road  and 
the  Eastgate  area  and  the  new  channel  to  divert  the  surface  water  from  the  Carr  lyke  to  the 
Bourne  Eau  has  been  held  up  during  the  year,  but  it  is  hoped  it  tHI  be  started  in  I964  and  in 
no  way  impede  the  contractual  agreement  vriith  the  Rural  District, 

The  swimming  bath  provided  by  the  Boume  United  Charities  continued  to  be  one  of  the  great 
asse  ta  of  the  town,  snuggled  in  its  emerald  setting.  It  was  disappointing  that  for  the  fo\jrth 
successive  season  oxn*  fickle  climate  deterred  many,  who  given  waimer  weather  and  water  woiiLd  have 
made  full  use  of  "the  bath".  It  is  a great  pity  that  seme  economically  leasable  foim  of  water 
heating  could  not  be  devised  to  enhance  the  attractions  of  the  health  and  pleasure  giving  past- 
time of  swimming. 

Water  samples  taken  during  the  season  were  in  the  main  satisfactory.  Breakpoint  chlorination 
is  \ised  but  the  effective  life  of  the  present  chlorination  plant  cannot  be  indefinitely  prolonged 
and  consideration  should  be  given  to  its  replacement. 

The  Council  are  the  Burial  Authority  and  there  is  adequate  provision  of  burial  ground  for 
the  forseeable  future.  Tie  nearest  crematorium  is  at  Marholm  on  the  outskirts  of  Peterborough 
and  ever  increasing  use  is  made  of  it  as  an  alternative  to  interment.  Mortuary  facilities 
for  the  \ise  of  the  Police  and  the  Coroner  are  provided  at  St,  Peter’s  Hospital  in  association 
with  the  South  Kesteven  District  Council.  Tie  Pathologist  owing  to  pressure  of  work  and  the 
most  modern  facilities  provided  by  the  new  Mortuary  opened  at  Stamford  Hospital  this  year 
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Copper  Absent 

lj6a<3.  Absent 

Fluoride  (f)  Less  than  0.1 


REMARKS 


This  sample  is  preictically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in 
reaction  and  free  frcm  metals  apart  from  a negligible  trace  of  manganese.  The 
water  is  very  hard  in  character  thoxigh  not  excessively  so,  and  it  contains  no 
excess  of  mineral  constituents.  Organic  quality  is  very  satisfactory, 

From,  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  resxilts  are  indicative  of 
a pxnre  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  sv^ply  purposes  apart  frcm  the 
objection  that  it  is  very  hard  in  character, 

(Para.  cont.)  — — — 

preferred  naturally  to  make  use  of  these  facilities  including  refrigeration  and  to 
centralise  his  work.  Accordingly  little  xase  was  made  of  the  Boxime  Mortuary  in  1963* 

Adequate  and  ccmveniently  placed  receptacles  have  been  provided  for  the  reception  of 
litter  but  all  too  frequently,  cigarettes,  fish  and  chip,  sweet  and  other  wrappings  are 
thrown  carelessly  on  the  ground,  despoiling  the  fair  face  of  the  town  and  its  open  spaces. 

This  is  jxist  one  more  instance  of  the  lack  of  personal  discipline  which  does  not  deter 
individuals  frcm  doing  viiat  they  know  full  well  to  be  anti-social, 

A weekly  house  refuse  collection  service  is  given  and  di^osal  is  by  controlled  tipping, 
When  so  many  authorities  are  having  so  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  tipping  sites.  Bourne  are 
fortxinate  in  not  having  this  problem  to  face  for  a considerable  time  ahead. 

It  would  be  good  to  find  danping  pads  in  all  post  offices,  so  as  to  avoid  cvistcmers  having 
to  lick  stamps  xxjssibly  pushed  across  the  counter  adhesive  side  down, 

Biere  was  no  case  reported  of  flea  infestation  during  the  year. 


HOUSING 

Nxmber  of  Council  Houses  at  31st  December,  1963  550 

Nxmber  of  Council  Houses  bxiilt  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1963  2 

Number  of  Council  Hoxases  in  course  of  construction  at 

31st  December,  1963  2 

Nxjmber  of  Private  Houses  built  during  the  year  52 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  given  (Discretionary  & Standard)  16 

Number  on  Waiting  List  for  Council  Houses  109 


During  the  year  only  two  Council  houses  were  built  and  at  the  year’ s end,  two  v/ere  in  the 
coxorse  of  erection.  This  v/as  largely  due  to  the  "dear  money"  situation  ■which  prevailed  at  the 
planning  stage  and  discoxnraged  building.  However,  private  enterprise  did  better  and  in  the  same 
period  completed  a further  52, 

During  1963,  seven  applications  were  received  for  priority  re-housing  on  "the  grounds  of 
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ill-health,  A personal  visit  hy  your  doctor  and  a full  investigation  of  the  circimstances 
was  carried  out  in  each  case  "before  a recommendation  and  an  award  of  Health  Points  were  made. 

By  this  procedure  it  is  hoped  to  do  all  that  is  reasonable  and  possi"ble  to  equate  the 
available  house  to  the  need, 

108  houses  were  included  in  the  original  five  year  Slum  Clearance  Programme  as  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  1955*  At  the  31st  December,  1963,  after  an 
eight  year  period,  104  of  these  had  been  dealt  with,  just  4 short  of  the  original  estimate. 

During  the  year  action  under  Section  16  of  the  Hotising  Act,  1957  "was  taJcen  on  two  ixnfit 
properties  ccmpared  with  ei^t  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Council  are  keen  to  assist  the  owners  of  sub-standard  properties  which  are  capable  of 
being  up-graded.  This  is  done  by  the  award  of  improvement  grants  and  so  giving  the  house  a new 
lease  of  life.  It  is  a great  deal  cheaper  than  the  erection  of  a new  building.  It  is  amazing  that 
more  do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  generous  offer  for  the  conditions  in  accepting  a grant  are 
not  onerous  ones.  In  the  year  4 standard  and  12  discretionary  were  awajrded. 

The  nimber  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  showed  a further  decline  this 
year  to  109,  It  was  148  in  1962  and  166  in  1961,  Of  these  109,  twenty-one  required  elderly 
persons  acccmmodation , being  19^.  It  is  obvious  that  there  is  still  an  unmet  need  for  dwellings 
for  the  not  so  young  and  so  a grouped  dv/elling  scheme  v/ill  help  to  fill  a great  need.  Accordingly 
it  is  good  that  the  construction  of  such  a group  of  16  with  a Warden's  house  has  been  started  at 
Eastgate,  As  ccann^nted  last  year  this  will  be  of  special  benefit  to  the  frail,  the  elderly  and 
the  lonely,  vHao  v/ish  to  retain  their  independence  and  yet  need  a friendly  but  vigilant  eye  kept  on 
them.  The  appointment  of  the  "Warden  is  supremely  important,  as  on  her  calibre  will  the  success  or 
failure  of  the  scheme  largely  depend.  She  needs  to  be  a mother  figure  to  the  residents  in  the 
Group,  never  interfering  and  yet  instindbively  knowing  vAien  intervention  is  imperative.  It  is  a 
post  needing  tact  and  understanding.  In  return  there  shoiild  be  some  "younger"  members  in  the 
Group  who  can  assist  those  in  need  of  a helping  hand  and  so  easing  the  burden  on  the  Warden, 

Another  scheme  to  help  the  elderly  and  the  unfortunate  is  the  construction  of  the 
Residential  Welfare  Hostel  at  Cuckoo  Biish  by  the  Kesteven  Comty  Welfare  Department,  This  has 
"been  commenced  and  will  eventually  provide  a heme  for  48  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

The  elderly  are  particularly  liable  to  accidents  in  the  home  and  in  all  too  many  cases  fatal 
ones  at  that.  It  is  essential  that  this  fact  be  borne  in  mind  by  all  responsible  for  erecting 
buildings  for  them  and  furnishing  them,  so  that  the  risks  to  life  and  limb  be  kept  minimal.  More- 
over a constant  critical  eye  should  be  kept  for  hazards  in  their  domestic  environment.  Undoubtedly 
the  ideal  is  a single  storey  dwelling,  as  stairs  are  a special  risk  to  them.  In  the  great 
majority  of  the  elderly  who  apply  and  are  recommended  for  re-housing  on  medical  groionds,  the 
rider  has  to  be  added  that  it  must  be  ground  floor  acccmmodation  if  their  basic  requirements  are 
to  be  met. 

Of  the  145  Coxmcil  ho\ises  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  as  being  without  hot  water 
systems,  a fvirther  ei^teen  have  now  had  this  very  necessary  want  installed,  ihere  still 
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remains  127  Council  houses  Yd.thout  hot  v/ater  systems  situated  as  follows:- 


lyke 

George  Street 
Harrington  Street 


8 

38 

51 


Alexandra  Terrace 
Burghley  Street 


20 

10 


It  will  be  seen  however  that  the  work  of  modernisation  is  proceeding  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

At  the  most  recent  census  there  were  shown  to  be  350  houses  without  fixed  baths  in  the 
town  and  115  houses  without  separate  W,C.  accommodation,  out  of  the  1,682  inhabited  houses 
in  the  town  at  that  date. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  town. 


INSIECTIQN  MD  SUPERVISiaT  OtP  FOOD, 


The  Council  no  longer  own  a Slaughterhouse,  It  was  taken  over  by  a private  concern  and 
together  with  tvra  other  slaughterhouses,  an  adequate  service  is  given  to  the  town  and  the  area 
dependont  upon  it,  A hundred  per  cent,  meat  infection  has  been  maintained  at  these  establish- 
ments, with  assistance  at  leave  periods  from  the  South  Kesteven  Eural  District  Health  Inspectors, 

The  Codes  of  Practice  based  on  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regula.tions  of  1955  now  almost 
universally  observed  in  the  food  bvisinesses,  Hov/ever,  there  is  always  the  hianan  element . and' 
it  is  here  that  the  Health  Inspector  plays  such  an  important  part  by  keeping  a vigilant  and 
friendly  eye  in  watching  for  and  correcting  any  straying  from  the  paths  of  rectitvide.  He  is 
in  a position  to  help  the  owner  of  the  business  on  the  one  hand  and  protect  the  interests  of 
the  consimer  on  the  other,  never  forgetting  that  place  at  the  back  where  goods  are  received, 
stored  and  bulk  is  broken  dov/n. 

There  is  an  overwhelming  case  for  the  registration  with  the  Local  Authorities  of  all 
food  businesses  so  that  the  necessary  reqviirements  as  to  premises  and  regime  can  be  ensured 
from  the  start  and  a full  list  is  readily  available  also  in  time  of  emergency. 

Catering  establishments  include  hotels,  restaurants,  cafes,  snack-bars,  school  canteens 
and  the  Pood  ffygiene  Code  is  equally  applicable  to  all  who  offer  for  sale  food  for  immediate 
human  consvmption  and  to  the  premises  from  which  they  offer  it.  The  penalties  for  default 
are  the  same  also. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  market  stalls  can  be  made  satisfactory  food  premises,  though 
the  owners  do  make  laudable  attonpts  to  maintain  as  high  a standard  as  circumstances  will 
permit. 

While  the  Health  Inspector  is  concerned  with  matters  of  hygiene  and  the  bacteriological 
purity  of  foodstuffs,  the  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector  of  the  County  Coiancil  is  responsible 
for  seeing  that  no  person  sells  - "to  the  prejxjdice  of  the  purchaser  any  food  or  drug  vdiich 
is  not  of  the  natinre,  or  not  of  the  substance,  or  not  of  the  quality  of  the  food  demanded  by 
the  purchaser".  Speaking  of  his  work  Mr,  Hawley  says;- 

"Statutory  standards  of  quality  have  been  fixed  for  many  foods,  but  there  are  notable 
exceptions  and  when  all  else  fails,  magistrates  must  decide  on  the  baas  of  the  evidence  placed 
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before  them  whether,  for  example,  a pork  pie  containing  little  meat  merits  the  description  and 
is  ' of  the  quality  demanded*  • Selective  sampling  by  well-informed  sampling  officers  can  go  a 
long  way  towards  achieving  optimum  resiilts  and  this  is  the  aim  of  the  County  Council*  s 
sampling  staff.  Sampling  is  done  on  as  wide  a range  as  possible  and  special,  attention  is 
given  to  locally  prepared  foodstuffs.  Generally  speaking,  the  majority  of  samples  is 
purchased  from  traders  selling  to  the  public  and  thus  a sampling  officer  procures  for  analysis 
what  anyone  else  could  buy.  He  can,  however,  submit  for  analysis  any  food  or  drug  about  v/hich 
a purchaser  has  reasonable  doubts  and  this  is  not  infrequently  done. 

It  shoiald  be  emphasised,  of  course,  that  sampling  under  the  rood  and  Drugs  Act  is  merely 
one  of  many  ways  in  which  the  interests  of  the  consmer  is  safeguarded.  Many  other  bodies 
and  many  other  officials  are  equally  concerned  to  ensure  that  the  public  gets  good  food  in 
wholesome  and  hygienic  condition  and  vdierever  it  is  possible  to  collaborate  in  these  matters, 
effective  liaison  is  establi^ed  vd.th  others  doing  similar  work.  For  example,  an  extremely 
harmonious  relationship  has  been  established  between  the  County  Council*  s Food  and  Drugs 
Department  and  the  Bourne  Health  Department,  and  this  certainly  helps  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  work  done  by  the  County  as  a Food  and  Drugs  Authcority, 

Food  additives 

Food  additives  of  one  sort  or  another  continued  to  concern  persons  responsible  for  the 
nation*  s food  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Minister  initiated  a systematic  review  of  the 
use  of  food  additives  and  contaminants.  Mditives  fall  into  two  main  groups,  (l)  those  vhich 
have,  or  are  supposed  to  have,  prophylactic  properties  and  (2)  those  whose  purpose  is  purely 
commercial,  The  addition  of  vitamins,  minerals  and  other  nutrients  to  food  to  enrich  or  restore 
deficiencies  in  normal  concentrations  is  now  considered  by  most  people  to  be  a comnendable 
practice.  In  a quite  different  category  is  the  addition  of  colouring  matter,  antioxidants  or 
preservatives,  because  they  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  nutrition  and  are  used  excliisively 
for  ccmmercial  reasons  - *to  standardise  appearance*  as  the  food  manufacturer  has  it,  or  to 
extend  the  'shelf-life*  of  foods. 

Contaminants  are  substances  vhich  get  into  food  somewhere  along  the  production  line  or 
pass  into  food  from  packaging  materials.  Many  are  toxic  residues  clinging  to  or  permeating 
the  frioit  and  vegetables  which,  at  an  earlier  stage,  had  been  sprayed  with  insecticides, 
fungicides,  weedkillers  or  mould  suppressants;  many  are  antibiotics  which  have  been  used  to 
treat  or  'improve*  livestock  prior  to  killing;  some  are  metallic  residues  associated  with  the 
preparation  of  certain  foods  and  beverages  and  some  are  toxic  substances  which  have  passed  or 
'leached*  from  impregnated  wrappings  into  the  contained  foods.  A special  sub-committee  of  the 
Food  Standards  Committee  has  been  asked  by  the  Minister  to  give  priority  to  this  particiILar 
aspect  of  food  contamination,  for  with  the  advent  of  the  supermarket  and  the  demand  for  every 
sort  of  food  in  pre-packed  form,  many  new  problems  have  stiddenly  confronted  the  food  packer. 

Some  have  been  solved  by  using  impregnated  wrapping  material,  vAiile  others  have  been  aggravated 
by  using  unsuitable  material  or  by  attempting  to  pre-pack  foods  which  are  inherently  unsuitable 
for  this  treatment.  Cooked  beetroots  are  a case  in  point,  for  they  should  be  eaten  within  a day 
or  tyro  lanless  preserved  in  vinegar;  and  yet  there  is  a demand  for  them  in  supermarkets  and  at 
least  one  local  grovrer  is  faced  with  the  problems  of  making  them  keep  for  a week  or  more  in  a 
cellophane  container.  The  PreseDrvatives  in  Food  Regulations  prohibit  the  addition  of  any  of 
the  recognised  preservatives  to  freshly-cooked  beetroot  and  thus  this  particialar  grower  is 
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steeping  them  in  a solution  of  acetic  acid  prior  to  packing.  Since  acetic  acid  is  the 
principal  constituent  of  vinegar,  this  is  no  more  than  mild  pickling,  but  the  temptation 
to  extend  the  ’shelf- life’  of  perishable  foods  by  unorthodox  means  is  ever  present  and  not 
all  food  packers  are  sufficientiy  aware  of  the  dangers  involved. 

Just  where  the  line  should  be  drawn  in  any  particular  case  is  often  difficialt  to  say, 
but  the  Minister  had  no  hesitation  in  taking  pranpt  action  in  the  case  of  the  so-called  Red 
Meat  Powders  after  the  Press  had  drawn  attention  to  their  dubious  virtues.  The  temptation 
to  make  old  meat  look  like  new  obviously  led  to  indiscriminate  applications  and  to  the 
consequent  illness  of  many  of  those  who  were  over-dosed  with  ascorbic,  nicotinic  and  erythorbic 
acids.  After  the  event,  it  is  easy  to  say  this  was  a bad  case  of  sophistication,  because  the 
intention  of  the  user  was  to  improve  the  colour  and  appearance  of  old  meat  and  thereby  give  a 
false  impression  of  its  freshness,  but  under  previously  existing  legislation  it  had  not  been  an 
offence  to  use  these  additives  in  this  way  and  but  for  the  public  outcry,  it  is  imlikely  that 
such  i^eedy  governmental  action  would  have  been  t aken. 

The  law  on  the  matter  is  simple  and  is  stated  in  the  1st  Section  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955,  as  foUovTs;- 

"No  person  shall  add  any  substance  to  food, 
use  any  substance  as  an  ingredient  in  the 
preparation  of  food,  abstract  any  constit- 
uent from  food,  or  subject  food  to  any 
other  process  or  treatment,  so  as  (in  any 
such  case)  to  render  the  food  injurious  to 
health,  with  t he  intent  that  the  food  shall 
be  sold  for  human  consumption  in  that  state,” 

The  difficulty  is  to  decide  beforehand  what  additives  ore  likely  "to  render  the  food  in jurio  s 
to  health";  a difficulty  which  has  long  since  passed  beyond  the  scope  of  the  most  intelligent 
layman  and  which,  as  often  as  not,  finds  the  experts  divided. 

One  result  of  the  large-scale  preparation  of  food  vAiich  is  widespread  to-day  is  the  almost 
ccmplete  disappearance  of  the  simpler  forms  of  adulteration  which  were  canmon  not  more  than 
fifty  years  ago.  Sand  in  the  sugar  and  iren  filings  in  teq,  alum  in  flour  and  even  water  in 
milk  have  becane  so  certain  of  discovery  that  the  hazard  of  their  use  to  gain  illicit  profit 
is  no  longer  worth  risking.  By  contrast,  the  number  of  complaints  concerning  'foreign  bodies' 

(as  distinct  from  additives)  in  food  continues  to  increase  and  complaints  of  this  sort  dealt 
with  during  the  year  included  the  finding  of  a nail  in  a scone,  a fly  in  a piece  of  Edam 
Cheese  and  a piece  of  cellophane  in  a loaf  of  bread  in  Bourne,  None  of  these  three  ’foreign’ 
bodies’  could  be  asciubed  to  automation,  but  the  automatic  preparation  and  packing  of  food- 
st\iffs  is  certainly  responsible  for  much  of  this  ’foreign  body'  trouble. 

Quality  of  Milk 

Cows'  milk  remains  a staple  food,  some  say  the  ’perfect  food’  for  young  and  old  alike 
and  the  consumption  of  liquid  loilk  in  one  form  or  another  is  of  prime  importance  so  far  as 
the  nation's  health  is  concernedo  It  is  essential,  therefore,  that  milk  production  should 
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be  maintained  at  a hi^  level  and  that  quality  rather  than  quantity  should  be  the  Tna-in 
objective.  The  Milk  Marketing  Board  has  realised  this  for  many  years  and  has  gradually 
been  persuading  producers  to  strive  for  improved  quality  rather  than  greater  quantity. 
Unfortimately , cows*  milk  varies  very  considerably  in  canposition,  from  breed  to  breed, 
from  cow  to  cow  and  from  one  day’s  milking  to  the  next.  The  average  percentage  of  fat  in 
nomal  cows*  milk  is  about  3*65^  and  the  average  percentage  of  other  solids  (lactose,  casein 
albumin,  minerals  and  ash)  is  about  8.75^,  making  a total  of  about  12.4^  solid  matter  and 
87,6^  water.  It  mi^t  be  thought  that  a food  with  so  much  water  would  be  relatively  poor 
nutritionally,  but  this  is  not  so  because  the  baiance  of  these  constituents  is  such  that 
cows’  milk  provides  protein,  carbohydrates  and  vitamins  in  a palatable  and  assimilable  form 
and  in  quantities  which  impelled  the  Cook  Committee  on  the  Composition  of  Milk  to  contend,., 

” that  frcm  the  standpoint  of  nutrition 

in  Britain,  ihe  contribution  of  protein, 
calcium  and  other  nutrients  provided  by  the 
solids-not-fat  fraction  of  milk  should 
certainly  be  maintained  as  an  insurance 
against  the  continuation  of  recent  dietary 
trends,  notably  a marked  increase  in  the 
consumption  of  sugar  and  fats,  foodstuffs 
vhich  provide  calories  but  not  a great  deal 
else . " 

Although  quality  and  quantity  mi^t  be  said  to  be  the  tvidn  aims  of  all  milk-producers, 
these  two  virtues  are  rarely  found  in  any  one  breed.  Generally  speaking,  the  breeds  which 
are  famous  for  quality  - the  Jersey,  Guemsqjr  and  Devon  breeds  - are  not  equally  famous  for 
quantity  and  the  breed  which  above  all  others  is  famous  for  quantity  - the  Eriesian  - is 
never  likely  to  rival  the  Channel  Island  breeds  for  quality.  In  fact,  sane  high-yielding 
Eriesian  herds  give  milk  well  below  3*0^  fat,  particiilarly  at  the  morning  milking.  The 
Sale  of  Milk  Regulations  create  a rebuttable  presumption  that  milk  is  not  genuine  if  it 
contains  less  than  3»Ofo  fat.  This  means  that  where  milk  is  found  to  contain  less  than 
3.0^  fat,  the  producer  has  a good  defence  if  he  can  prove  the  milk  was  *as  it  came  frcm 
the  cows’  . All  this  came  about  as  the  result  of  a High  Court  decision  in  the  case  of 
HUNT  versus  RICHARDSON  (l9l6)  where  it  was  held  that  a farmer  cannot  be  held  responsible 
for  selling  poor  quality  milk  if  the  fault  lies  wdth  the  cov^s.  This  decision  has 
certainly  relieved  fanners  of  much  anxiety,  for  whenever  a sample  is  found  to  be  below 
standard,  the  producer  may  request  "that  a further  sample  should  be  taken  frcm  his  herd 
within  Zf8  hours. 

By  far  the  largesb  number  of  samples  is  taken  bedause  the  canmodities  concerned  are 
governed  in  seme  way  by  statutory  enactments,  by  High  Court  decisions  or  by  formal  trade 
agreements,  but  all  are  taken  with  the  ultimate  object  of  safeguarding  the  purchaser. 

The  following  21  samples  were  taken  in  Bourne  during  the  year:- 

Bread 

Butter 

Eruit  (tinned) 

“i  ‘T 


1 

2 

1 


Bread 


Meat  Tinned  6 
Milk  7 
Pork  Pies  2 
Soft  Drinks  2 


This  sample  was  submitted  for  examination  by  a Bourne  housewife  who  complained  that  it 
contained  a ’foreign  body'  surrounded  by  an  area  of  blue  stain.  The  ’foreign  bpdy’  proved  to 
be  a piece  of  cellophane  bearing  some  writing  in  blue  and  thou^  it  was  considered  to  be  ccxn- 
paratively  harmless,  the  baker  concerned  was  cautioned  in  writing  and  told  that  ai^y  further 
complaint  might  result  in  legal  proceedings. 

Butter 

The  canposition  of  butter  is  controlled  by  a number  of  statutory  enactments  virhich  insist 
that  it  ^all  be  made  exclusively  from  milk,  with  or  without  salt  and  with  or  without  certain 
permitted  colouring  matters.  It  must  not  contain  preservatives  and  not  more  than  16^  of  water, 
although  it  may  now  contain  certain  permitted  anti-oxidants  - substances  which  prevent  the 
development  of  rancidity  or  other  flavour  deterioration.  These  tv/o  samples  satisfied  all  the 
statutory  requirements  and  contained  15.6^  and  14,6^  of  water  respectively. 

Fruit,  Tinned 

The  principal  reason  for  taking  samples  of  tinned  fruit  is  to  discover  the  presence  of  any 
injurious  coloiiring  matter,  Althou^  the  Colouring  Matter  in  Pood  Regulations  made  it  an  offence 
to  add  colour  to  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables,  the  addition  of  colour  to  tinned  fruit  is  permitted 
and  widely  practiced.  Not  all  the  e3q)erts  are  agreed  that  all  the  ’permitted’  colours  are  safe, 
but  the  whole  question  of  additives  is  now  under  review  and  there  may  be  changes  in  the  near  future. 
This  sample  of  imported  strawberries  was  coloured  with  two  of  the  coal-tar  dyes  - yellow  2G  and 
ponceau  4R  - a^id  certainly  so  far  as  the  latter  is  concerned  there  is  a difference  of  opinion  as  to 
its  haimlessness.  However,  it  has  been  approved  by  the  Minister’s  Mvisory  Committee  of  experts  and 
it  may  well  be  that  one  would  have  to  eat  a great  many  tiis  of  strawberries  coloured  with  ponceau  4R 
to  suffer  any  ill-effects. 

Meat,  Tinned. 

Tie  very  great  increase  in  the  number  of  women  at  work  has  led  to  an  iacrease  in  the  demand  for 
’convenience’  foods,  foods  which  can  be  prepared  in  the  minimum  of  time  to  give  a reasonably  sus- 
staining  meal.  Tinned  meats  lend  themselves  admirably  to  this  form  of  treatment,  for  nearly  all  are 
pre-cooked  and  merely  require  heating  if  they  are  to  form  the  basis  of  a hot  meal.  Of  those  that 
can  be  eaten  cold,  corned  beef  is  probably  the  most  nutritious  because  a great  deal  of  the  moistinre 
is  exhausted  duririg  the  ’corning’  process  and  thus  a tin  of  good  quality  corned  beef  may  be  equiva- 
lent to  much  greater  volme  of  natural  raw  meat.  The  three  tins  of  corned  beef  submitted  for 
analysis  were  all  satisfactory  and  contained  the  equivalent  of  118%,  135?^  137^  of  rav/  meat 

respectively,  A tin  of  Chopped  Ham  contained  meat,  while  two  tins  of  Stewed  Steak  contained 

93%  and  95%  of  meat.  These  are  all  extremely  good  figiires  and  reflect  the  reccsmendations  of  the 
Pood  Standards  Committee  in  their  recently  published  report  to  the  Minister, 
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Milk 


Apart  from  the  exception  already  mentioned.  Bourne* s milk  supply  is  extremely 
satisfactory  and  the  one  indigenous  produc er ~ retailer  holds  his  own  (so  far  as  quality 
is  concerned)  with  two  large  dairies  providing  the  Tsulk  of  the  town*s  milk. 

Meat  Hes 

Boring  the  year  the  Pood  Standards  Committee  published  a report  on  Meat  Pies  and 
recommended  the  Minister  to  fix  25^  as  the  minimum  meat  content  for  any  pie  other 
than  a *meat  and  vegetable  pie*  'where  the  meat  content  should  be  12^,  So  far,  the 
Minister  has  not  gi-ven  these  reccmraendations  statutory  effect,  but  the  * trade*  is  v/ell 
aware  of  the  standards  proposed  and  is  already  observing  them.  The  two  locally-made  pies 
contained  28. 2$!^  and  27.7%  of  meat  respectively  and  -were  otherwise  satisfactory. 

Soft  Drinks. 

Soft  drinks  have  become  increasingly  pop-ular  since  the  ¥/ar  and  though  they  have  a 
mainly  seasonal  appeal,  their  consumption  at  all  times  of  the  year  is  considerable.  The 
industry  is  v/ell-organised  and  is  one  of  those  ^hich  has  entered  into  a formal  agreement 
with  the  Minister  to  observe  a Code  of  Practice  concerning  labels,  terminology  etc.  Thus 
the  * trade*  has  agreed  that  labels  must  not  falsely  describe  or  mislead  and  to  this  end 
has  given  an  undertaking  that:- 

(a)  the  word  * fruit*  or  the  name  of  a fruit  must  not 
be  used  in  the  description  of  a soft  drink  unless 
the  drink  contains  the  minimum  quantity  of  fruit 
juice  required  by  law; 

(b)  illustrations  of  fruit  must  not  appear  on  a label 
unless  the  juice  of  the  fruit  illiistrated  is  an 
ingredient  in  the  drink; 

(c)  such  words  as  *kola*  , *hop  bitters'  , * dandelion  Sz 
burdock*  etc,,  must  not  be  used  unless  the  ingred- 
ients named  are  present  in  'the  product;  and 

(d)  nutritional,  dietary,  tonic  or  medicinal  properties 
must  not  be  claimed  unless  these  claims  can  be 
substantiated, 

Ine  Cod?  of  Practice  makes  a very  usef\il  adjunct  to  the  Food  Standards  ( Soft  Brinks) 

Order  and  saves  the  consixaer  from  many  of  the  evils  of  over-eager  advertising.  The  statutory 
Order  fixes  a minimum  standard  for  soft  drinks  of  all  descriptions  and  though  many  of  the  more 
highly-coloured  drinks  are  coloured  airtificially,  the  water  content  of  all  is  extremely  high 
and  this  must  be  a safeguard. 

Conclusion 

Althou^  it  is  difficult  to  break-down  small  groups  of  samples  into  interesting  sub- 
groups, enough  has  been  written  above  to  show  that  all  samples,  ho'wever  small  their  number. 


have  a potential  importance  which  transcends  their  statistical  significance,  Bach  sample,  in 
fact,  can  either  set  in  motion  a lengthy  inquiry  or  confirm  a well-tried  system  and  it  is  a 
tribute  to  the  food  manufacturers  and  distributers  that  so  few  samples  disclose  infringements. 

Nearly  all  of  vdiat  has  been  written  above  emphasises  the  fact  that  food  standards  in 
Kesteven  and  in  south  Kesteven,  particularly,  are  well  above  the  accepted  national  minima.  There 
are  many  reasons  for  this,  but  sane  of  ilie  credit,  at  least,  must  go  to  the  people,  themselves,  for 
if  there  is  no  demand  for  shoddy  goods  only  the  better-quality  prodxacts  will  be  on  offer.  Where 
the  more  sophisticated  foodst-uffs  are  concerned,  it  is  as  well,  perhaps,  that  there  is  an 
impartial  food  sampling  service,  but  even  here  a lot  must  be  left  to  the  ’experts’  who  advise 
the  Minister  in  these  matters.  In  these  days  of  affluence  and  abundance,  it  is  imlikely  that 
anyone  living  in  Kesteven  will  suffer  from  under-nourishment,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
malnutrition  or  the  eating  of  virong  foods  is  still  fairly  widespread.  Par  too  many  sweet  and 
starchy  foods  are  eaten  and  young  housevrives,  particularly,  are  prone  to  rely  overmuch  on 
’convenience’  foods  from  the  deep- freeze  cabinet  rather  th^  on  their  own  innate  skill.  In 
his  recently  published  pamphlet  "Nutrition  in  Britain,  1950  - 1960",  Dr,  Royston  Lambert 
suggests  that  a third  of  the  population  live  in  households  which  do  not  attain  all  the  levels 
of  diet  recommended  by  the  B.M.A, , and  that,  contrary  to  common  belief,  malnutrition  and 
affluence  have  gone  hand  in  hand  during  the  decade  of  his  inquiry.  He  attributes  this  to  the 
increased  demand  for  the  more  expensive,  though  less  nutritioxis,  ’convenience’  foods.  The 
fortification  of  certain  basic  foods  with  vitamins  and  other  nutrients  goes  some  way  towards 
achieving  a national  rainimvm  level  of  nutrition,  but  in  many  cases  this  sound  foundation  is 
undermined  by  thoughtlessness  or  incompetence  in  the  home. 

It  should  not  be  overlooked  that  a great  deal  of  useful  information  is  required  by  law 
to  be  given  with  many  pre-packed  foods  ■under  the  Labelling  of  Pood  Order,  1953  snd  it  is 
educational,  to  say  the  least,  to  read  the  small  print  which  reduces  to  its  proper  size  the 
inflated  dish  of  steaming  goulash  or  the  hi^3y-coloured  cornucopia  of  fruit  salad  which 
appear  so  prominently  on  some  other  part  of  the  label.  Not  all  traders  have  followed  the 
good  example  of  the  Soft  Drinks  trade  in  their  effort  to  stamp  out  the  misleading  label  and 
many  food  packers  interpret  their  powers  very  widely  when  it  comes  to  coloiaring  the  label  on 
the  tin," 


Die  safety  of  milk  is  a prime  consideration  and  eveiy  effort  must  be  taken  to  ensure  it, 

I v;ould  stress  again  that  the  only  fundamentally  safe  milk  is  a heat  treated  one.  If  not  so 
treated  it  may  readily  be  the  carrier  of  brucellosis.  The  Brucella  abortus  organism  is 
responsible  for  contageious  abortion  in  cattle  and  for  Undulant  Pever  in  man,  A sanple  of 
non-heat  treated  milk  in  the  course  of  delivery  in  Bourne  v/as  found  to  contain  these  organisms. 
Immediate  steps  v/ere  taken  to  stamp  it  out  but  this  involved  the  taking  in  an  adjoining  area  of 
99  milk  samples  fron  a herd  of  cows  before  the  three  culprits  were  discovered.  The  faimer  co- 
operated forthwith  in  removing  the  cows  but  here  the  ludicrous  situation  arises.  Hiey  could  be 
sold  in  the  open  market  and  some  other  dairy  farmer  biys  them,  put  them  in  his  herd  and  the  whole 
process  might  start  again.  The  Ministry  of  Agriotilture , Pisheries  and  Pood  don’t  seem  to  care. 

Another  problem  has  arisen  Trf.th  milk,  that  of  antibiotics, 
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ifl,700  milk  samples  were  taken  in  a National  survey  this  year.  Fourteen  per  cent,  of  them 
were  found  to  contain  Penicillin  and  in  seme  cases  sufficient  to  cause  sensitisation  or 
sensitivity  reactions  in  the  consumer. 

Routine  sampling  has  been  done  in  Bourne  with  the  help  of  Dr,  Glencross  at  the  Peterborough 
Public  Health  Laboratory  with  gratifyingly  negative  results  so  far.  However,  only  penicillin 
can  be  detected  in  the  laboratory  and  it  is  well  known  that  for  the  treabnent  of  mastitis  alone 
in  cows,  streptomycin,  the  tetracyclines  and  chloramphenicol  are  used,  and  there  is  little  control 
over  the  use  of  these  products,  "While  farmers  are  urged  not  to  send  milk  to  market  frem  a cow 
under  penicillin  treatment  for  48  hours  after  the  cessation  of  that  treatment  how  often  is  it 
done?  Surely  very  serio'us  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  total  jarohibition  of  the  use  of 
any  antibiotics  other  than  penicillin  for  treating  cows  unless  it  is  known  to  be  innocuous  to 
man  and  will  not  prejudice  in  any  way  his  use  of  the  drug  at  a later  date.  Or  is  the  bovine 
more  important  than  Man  himself? 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

Fortunately  no  action  was  necessary  under  the  provisions  of  Section  47  of  this  Act  to 
remove  ccmpulsorily  a person  frem  their  own  heme  as  being  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  In 
one  case  however,  it  was  only  narrowly  avoided.  No  effort  is  too  great  to  obviate  action  which 
can  only  be  regarded  as  abject  defeat  for  the  socio-medical  services. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  Council  give  generous  support  to  the  Central  Co\incil  for  Health  Education  and  make 
use  of  their  posters  and  propaganda  material.  Skilfully  presented  programmes  on  television 
have  considerable  impact,  and  we  could  do  with  more,  although  I fear  their  audiences  are  not 
so  large  as  for  the  more  glamo\jrised  episodes  in  the  professional  lives  of  Dr,  Kildare  or 
Dr.  Finlay! 

The  Health  Educator  must  do  more  than  just  provide  infcErmation  however,  he  must  seek  to 
influence  people  to  act  on  the  advice  and  information  given  and  counter  the  pressirres  which  are 
adverse  to  health,  such  as  ingrained  habits  of  gluttony,  alcoholism,  cigarette  smoking  and 
excesses  of  all  kinds. 

This  is  not  a subject  for  e^qjerts  alone  though  Doctors,  Nurses;,,  Health  Inspectors  and 
Teachers  must  play  a large  part.  Leaders  in  Public  Life,  Employers  and  all  v/ho  have  dealings 
with  the  yo\ang  have  a special  privilege  and  responsibility  in  this  sphere,  both  by  their 
actions  and  precepts.  Ultimately  it  is  on  this  personal  plane  that  the  battle  will  be  lost 
or  won. 

During  the  year  films  were  shown  to  selected  audiences  on  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer  and 
Maternal  Care, 

The  Road  Safety  ’’Tufty  Club”  has  continued  its  successful  career  and  there  is  evident  need 
of  it! 


IvILSCELLANY 

The  organisers  of  the  Meals-on-Wheels  Service,  the  advent  of  which  was  enthusiasticaily 
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hailed  in  last  year’s  report,  have  gone  about  their  new  responsibilities  with  a will,  The 
Service  has  provided  22  meals,  twice  a week  to  22  persons.  A van  has  been  provided  by 
Voluntary  subscriptions.  The  Seiwice  performs  a number  of  functions  for  the  needy  recipients. 

It  helps  to  maintain  their  nutrition  and  gives  them  something  to  v/hich  to  look  forward  in  the 
way  of  dietary  change.  It  helps  to  strengthen  the  links  between  the  person  receiving  the  meal 
and  the  community  outside  their  home.  This  is  a much  more  important  point  than  might  at  first 
be  obvious.  Finally,  those  who  deliver  the  meals  are  in  a position  ot  draw  attention  to  hazards 
in  the  home  and  also,  if  necessary,  to  alert  ether  social  services  such  as  the  Home  Help  or  to 
let  the  family  doctor  know  if  this  seems  to  be  indicated. 

Far  too  many  elderly  persons  particularly  those  living  alone,  are  chronically  undernourished. 
This  condition  in  times  of  severe  cold  prevents  the  body  maintaining  its  heat  balance  properly  and 
Hypothermia  results.  This  was  found  throughout  the  country  to  be  responsible  for  many  deaths 
among  the  Elderly  during  the  bitter  early  months  of  1963 . The  Meals-on-Wheels  service  is  the  best 
guarantee  that  it  doesn’t  happen  in  Bourne.  As  I go  arotmd  I regret  how  little  milk  is  consumed 
by  the  EMerly  and  with  increasing  price  this  is  bound  to  become  more  marked.  At  a time  when 
there  is  National  talk  of  over  weight  adolescents;  when  the  dietetic  needs  of  the  children  are 
being  - with  very  few  exceptions  - more  than  adequately  met  in  School  and  in  their  affluent  hemes, 

I feel  there  is  a very  strong  case  for  the  transference  of  the  free  and  universal  milk  issue  frem 
the  over  11  year  old  school  child  to  the  over  70  year  old  pensioner.  The  division  of  the  National 
Cake  now  and  in  the  past  is  not  sacrosanct! 

Cases  of  a Socio-medical  natiure  inevitably  arise  from  time  to  time,  laical  of  these  was  that 
of  a spinster  living  in  lifiak  misery,  without  adequate  cooking  or  lighting  facilities  but  surrounded 
with  accumulations  of  jxmk.  The  house  called  out  for  redecoration  end  repair  and  might  well  have 
been  dubbed  "Heartbreak  Home",  Every  offer  of  help  was  refused.  However, unhappy  the  social 
workers  may  be  at  being  unable  to  solve  the  problon,  the  person  most  concerned  appeared  to  be 
quite  happy.  This  poses  the  question  how  far  is  it  ethical  for  anyone,  however  well  meaning 
and  endowed  with  grace,  to  interfere  v/ith  the  mode  of  life  of  semeone  else;  even  when  it  is 
totterung  on  the  edge  of  social  disintegration  - unless  it  is  patently  a threat  to  the  health 
and  safety  of  other  persons. 

In  last  year’s  report  I \Mrote  of  the  problem  which  was  likely  to  arise  frem  retirement  for 
those  who  have  not  made  adequate  preparation  to  spend  fruitfully  the  added  years  given  them  by 
science  and  medicine.  This  year  I must  touch  on  another  problem  of  our  time.  There  have,  during 
the  past  year  been  far  too  many  instances  of  vandalism  in  town  and  far  too  many  incidents  of 
violence  during  dances  and  public  occasions.  It  is  a reflection  of  the  National  wave  of  juvenile 
delinquency,  of  crimes  of  violence,  of  sexual  prcmiscuity  and  of  abysmal  disregard  for  the 
property  of  others.  The  teenagers  have  been  blamed  for  the  large  part  which  they  have  played  in 
all  this.  Is  it  their  fault  or  their  parents? 

Never  in  the  history  of  our  nation  were  men  and  women  both  so  disciplined  as  in  the  last 
War  and  the  years  of  "rationing  and  reconstruction"  which  follov/ed  it.  These  years  bred  a dislike 
of  direction  viiich  was  reflected  in  little  or  no  discipline  being  exercised  over  the  children  of 
war  and  post  war  marriages.  It  crept  into  "the  dealings  with  all  juveniles  until  it  reached 
absurdity  in  the  dogma  that  to  correct  them  was  to  frustrate  them,  and  was  in  tinm  to  spoil  their 
personalities.  The  schools  were  lenieait,  the  courts  were  lenient,  the  parents  were  indulgent 


and  society  was  apathetic  to  the  signs  of  the  gathering  storm  and  now  that  storm  has  "broken . 
Another  factor  may  well  he  the  exodus  of  young  mothers  to  work,  in  pursuit  of  the  glittering 
rewards  of  an  affluent  society.  Have  the  rewards  recompensed  them  for  what  has  been  lost?. 
"Whether  this  analysis  of  the  causes  is  ri^t  or  not,  certain  it  is  that  the  results  are 
clear  for  all  to  see.  These  spring  in  the  individuals  involved  frCTi  a lack  of  respect  for 
the  old  virtues  of  Honesty,  Goodness,  Hardwork  and  a lack  of  personal  discipline.  This 
latter  and  its  antithesis^  self  indulgence,  are  notes  which  regrettably  sound  a scmbre  theme 
in  various  parts  of  this  review. 

The  cultivation  of  a true  sense  of  values,  the  return  to  a Living  Faith  and  increased 
personal  discipline  would  go  a long  way  to  curing  the  sickness  of  our  Society,  ^lA-TERLALISM 
WHL  NOT. 

A-  system  of  regular  visiting  of  the  Elderly  and  those  who  live  alone  is  a continuing 
need,  and  anyone  who  lends  a hand  in  this  way  will  certainly  be  making  a veiy  worth  while 
contribution  to  the  Ccmmuniiy, 

I v/ould  like  to  see  a voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Elderly  flourishing  in 
Bourne,  I wish  once  again  to  thank  Mr,  J,G,  Farrow,  the  Manager  of  the  local  Offices  of  the 
Ministry  of  Pensions  and  National  Insurance  for  the  generous  help  he  aiffords  us  in  the 
distribution  of  the  Council’s  synopsis  of  the  services  availab3e  to  the  Elderly,  This  is 
done  by  including  a copy  in  the  pension  documents  of  each  person  vdio  reaches  pensionable  age. 
Incidentally  this  synopsis  will  soon  require  to  be  reprinted. 

Luring  the  year  a Co-ordinating  Committee  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Elderly  was  formed  and 
met  quarterly.  At  their  meetings  there  was  a pooling  of  information  on  selected  cases  by  the 
Consultant  Physician  to  the  Peterborough  and  Stamford  Hospital  Group,  the  District  Welfare 
Officer,  the  Managers  of  the  local  offices  of  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the  Meals-on- 
Wheels  Organiser,  the  Home  Help  Organiser,  the  Health  Visitors,  the  Housing  Officers  of 
Stamford  and  South  Kesteven  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor  of  Bourne,  under 
the  Chairmanship  of  your  doctor.  These  meetings  fill  a much  felt  need  by  improving  co- 
operation all  round.  They  bring  the  concentrated  efforts  of  all  to  bear  on  difficult 
geriatric  problems  of  a socio-medical  nature  and  at  the  same  time  streamline  the  approach 
to  the  individual  person  concerned.  The  Committee  has  already  more  than  fulfilled!  the 
expectations  of  those  vdao  sponsored  it. 

The  South  Area  Co-ordinating  Committee  for  Children  at  Risk  continued  to  meet  also  at 
quarterly  intervals  alternatively  at  Bourne  and  Stamford.  Owing  to  the  many  organisations 
which  operate  in  this  field,  this  Commd.ttee  is  even  more  broadly  baned  with  twenly-five 
members.  As  I mentioned  last  year,  many  new  cases  were  brou^t  to  general  notice  on  the  one 
hand  and  far  less  visitors  vrere  inflicted  upon  some  households  on  the  other.  It  was  notice- 
able too  that  since  these  meet  inga  ccmmenced,  a team  spirit  of  warm  co-operation 
has  been  fostered  and  a far  greater  understanding  of  what  the  others  are  doing  for  the  ccmmon 
cause  has  been  developed.  It  is  axiomatic  that  this  makes  for  a much  better  service  to  the 
deprived  child  and  to  the  community  in  which  he  must  one  day  play  his  part. 

As  your  medical  representative,  I have  continued  to  serve  on  the  Control  of  Infections 
and  also  the  Maternity  Liaison  Committee  of  the  Peterborough  Hospital  Group,  I have  also 
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served  on  the  Disablement  Advisory  Caumittee  and  fran  time  to  time  on  the  Medical  Panel  of 
the  Stamford  and  Boxime  Area  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  These  get  togethers  with  other 
organisations  do  help  to  encourage  mutual  help  and  xjnder standing  and  amply  repay  the  time 
spent  on  them.  Meetings  and  the  . spoken  word  are  infinately  more  powerful  and  productive  of 
results  than  the  pen.  On  this  note  I think  it  might  be  fitting  to  draw  this  report  to  a 
close  I 

X wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chadonan  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  fca: 
for  their  abiding  interest  and  support  and  to  the  other  members  of  the  Council  also. 

In  Mr,  Buckle  I have  a very  thorough,  conscientious  and  pleasant  colleague,  whose 
marriage  of  his  Health  and  Surv^ing  duties  into  a co-ordinated  whole,  I have  watched  with 
interest  and  satisfaction  as  the  beneficial  integration  has  developed.  Long  may  he  reside 
here, 

I also  want  to  thank  my  other  colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  ever  ready  and  cheerful 
help  throughout  the  year  and  Miss  Burchnell  who  brings  a zestful  enthusiasm  to  her  work  in 
the  Health  Department  Office,  and  who  has  produced  this, 

Finally,  I again  express  my  warm  thanks  to  Dr,  Galletly  for  kindly  standing  by  for  me 
w^en  I have  been  away, 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs,  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H,  ELLIS  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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AUMJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  FUBUC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FCR  THE  YEAR  1965. 

To  the  Chainuan  and  Manhers  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Boiime, 

Mr,  Chaiman,  Mrs.  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19 63. 

HOUSING 

(a)  Sub-standard  Houses. 

The  original  proposals  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  consideration  as  a housing 
clearance  programme  from  1955  - I960  included  107  houses.  By  the  end  of  October  in 
addition  to  this  scheduled  programme,  a further  52  unfit  houses  "which  required  attention 
had  been  dealt  "with  so  that  a total  of  159  houses  had  been  considered  and  action  taken 
to  secure  either  their  demolition,  closing,  repair  or  repair  and  improvement  since  the 
original  scheme  was  proposed. 

This  number  ccmpared  with  the  total  inhabited  houses  in  1955  (1,623)  amounts  to 
nearly  IQfo  of  the  total  inhabited  houses. 

The  table  below  shows  the  action  taken  on  99  of  the  original  107  houses 


1,  Demolished  48 

2,  Closed  and  changed  to  non-resident ial  use  12 

3.  Repaired  and  improved  (including  3-23,  St,  Peter's  Road)  19 

4.  Demolition  Orders  made,  empty  awaiting  demolition  6 

5.  Demolition  Orders  made  but  awaiting  re-housing  5 

6,  Closing  Orders  made  and  tenants  re-housed  4 

7.  Closing  Orders  made  but  still  occupied  1 

8,  Withdrawn  from  programme  - (36  - 42,  Eastgate)  4 

Total  99 


The  hoiises  in  category  5 (Demolition  Orders  made  and  awaiting  re-housing) 
were : - 

77,  Eastgate  7,  Spalding  Road 

24  and  25,  Stanley  Street  59,  West  Street, 

Two  of  these  were  having  new  houses  built  and  the  other  three  occupied,  one  by  an 
elderly  co\jple  and  the  other  two  by  elderly  individuals  vho  are  content  to  stay  where  they 


are 


The  same  condition  applied  to  the  one  house  in  category  7 (29,  South  Street), 

The  balance  of  107  houses  wais  made  up  with  8 houses  in  Hereward  Street  (Nos,  1 - 15) , 
The  first  four  of  these  houses,  Nos,  1-7  were  included  in  a proposed  Clearance  Area,  but 
no  action  wan  taken  on  this  proposal,  in  July,  1959 • 

Towards  the  end  of  1965  , a.  further  inspection  was  made  of  these  houses  and  repairs 
were  agreed  to  be  carried  out  by  the  five  owner/ occupiers  and  the  owner  of  the  three 
tenanted  houses  to  bring  the  houses  up  to  the  standard  of  fitness  of  the  1957  Act.  In 
addition,  tentative  enquiries  were  being  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  further  improvements. 

The  following  table  is  a simnmary  of  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  regard  to 


the  "additional."  progranme:- 

1.  Demolished  26 

2.  Repaired  and/or  improved  9 

3.  Donolition  Orders  made  and  awaiting  demolition  5 

Demolition  Orders  made  but  still  occupied  1 

5.  Closing  Orders  made  and  empty  6 

6,  Closing  Orders  made  but  still  occupied  5 

Total  52 


During  the  year  two  individual  hoiises  were  represented  to  the  Coimcil  as  being  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  the  necessary  Orders  made, 

Die  following  table  shows  details  as  to  the  demolition  and  re-housing  together  with  houses 
made  fit;- 


HOUSES 


DEMOLISHED 


IN 

CLEIARANCE 

AREAS 

Nimber  of  houses  represented  - 

Number  of  houses  demolidaed  - 
Persons  displaced  — 
Panilies  displaced  - 

NOT  IN 

CLEARANCE 

AREAS 

Number  of  houses  represented  2 

Number  of  houses  demolished  11 

Persons  displaced  2 

Families  displaced  1 

2 


IMPIT 

Number  of  houses 

2 

HOUSES 

- 

Persons  di^ laced 

6 

CLOSED 

Pamilies  di  placed 

4 

After  infomal  action  by  Local  Authority 
After  formal  notice  by  Public  Health  Act: 

10 

UNPIT 

by  owner 

2 

by  Local  Authority 

— 

HOUSES 

After  formal  notice  Housing  Act: 

MADE 

by  owner 

PIT 

by  Local  Authority 

- 

A total  of  31  houses  'VTere  inspected  during  the  year  and  appropriate  action  taken  to  secure 
the  repair  of  defects. 

During  the  year  a request  was  made  that  a Demolition  Order  on  No,  ^0,  Meadowgate  be 
rescinded  now  that  appropriate  work  had  been  taken  to  make  the  house  fit  and  this  was  agreed, 
subject  to  the  owner  also  making  fit  the  adjoining  heme.  No,  48,  vhen  pcEsession  could  be 
obtained. 

Rent  Act,  1957  - No  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair, 

(b)  Improvanent  of  Houses, 

(1)  Erlvate  Houses 

[die  improvement  of  houses  under  the  provisions  of  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act, 

1959  continued  slowly  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  applications  received  for  Standard 
and  Discretionary  G-rants,  A Standard  Grant  allows  for  the  provision  of  hot  water  supply, 
bath,  wash-basin,  internal  W.C,  and  proper  foodstore  and  a grant  of  up  to  £155  may  be  made, 

A Discretionary  Grant  allows  for  the  bringing  up  to  standard  on  a higher  scale  and  a grant  of 
up  to  £400  may  be  made,  A sub-committee  appointed  by  the  Housing  Committee  visits  and 


recommends  on  these  applications, 

( а)  Standard  Grants 

(1^  Number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  8 

(2)  Number  of  applications  approved  during  the  year  4 

(3)  Number  under  consideration  at  year  end  4 

(4)  Total  value  of  Grants  approved  £385 

(5)  Number  of  owner/ occupied  houses  improved  2 

(б)  Number  of  tenanted  houses  improved  2 

~ 3 - 


(b)  Discretionary  G-rants 


1)  Nvmber  of  applications  received  dtiring  the  year  19 

2)  Niimber  of  applications  approved  d\aring  the  year  12 

3)  Nnmber  under  consideration  at  year  end  7 

4)  Total  valxoe  of  Grants  approved  £3 ,064 

Number  of  owner/occupied  houses  improved  2 

6)  Number  of  tenanted  houses  improved  10 


The  publication  of  a new  Housing  Bill  envisaged  seme  degree  of  compulsion  on  owners  to 
improve  their  houses . The  new  proposals  are  that  improvements  will  be  carried  out  if  a house 
becemes  vacant  or  on  the  request  of  a tenant.  The  Bill  does  not  give  a complete  answer  to 
the  problem  of  saving  existing  houses  frem  deterioration  and  does  not  go  the  vhole  way  of  the 
scheme  for  ccmpiilsory  improvement  sxjggestsd  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Injectors,  It 
is  a compromise  •which  ■will,  I think,  accelerate  to  seme  extent  the  present  limited  improve- 
ment of  the  older  type  ho\ase. 

The  number  of  hoiises  improved  with  Grants  by  the  Council  are  now:- 
Discretionary  64  Standard  25 

(2)  Council  Houses 

The  Council’s  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  its  own  older  type  houses  were*  continued 
\ander  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor,  The  Recreation  Road  scheme  weis  completed  with  the 
exception  of  one  hovise  and  a start  made  on  extensive  improvements  to  Nos,  47  - 53  > Spalding 
Road,  These  -were  well  in  hand  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  a fiirther  scheme  for  the  improve- 
ment of  twenty  houses  at  Alexandra  Terrace  being  prepared.  The  whole  of  this  work  is  carried 
out  by  the  Council’s  direct  laboijr  staff  in  addition  to  normal  maintenance  duties. 

(3)  Overcrowding 

No  statutory  overcrowding  was  noted  during  the  year  but  three  complaints  were  investigated 
and  cramped  living  conditions  found  due  to  the  tenants  taking  in  married  members  of  their  families, 

(4)  Housing  Development 

As  for  the  last  year  or  -two  the  majority  of  new  houses  and  bxmgalows  were  built  by  private 
enterprise.  Two  bxangalows  were  cmpleted  by  the  Coxmcil  and  a start  made  on  the  erection  of  a 
block  of  16  flatlets  and  Warden’s  flat  "with  ccmraunual  room,  laundry  etc,  at  Eastgate,  At  an 
early  stage,  unfortunately,  the  contractors  went  into  voluntary  liquidation  and  seme  delay  was 
experienced  before  another  firm  took  over  the  contract  in  I964.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
not'withstanding  this  good  progress  has  been  made  and  the  project  daould  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year. 

In  private  housing  schemes  the  Kingsway  and  Gladstone  Street  sites  were  completed  and  progress 
continued  at  Drunmond  Road,  The  development  of  a further  site  at  West  Road  was  ccmmenced.  A 
total  of  52  houses  and  b-ungalows  were  completed  during  the  year, 

(5)  Moveable  Dwellings 


One  site  and  two  caravans  were  licenced  at  the  year  end  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
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of  Development  Act,  19 60.  Inspections  showed  no  contraventions  of  the  conditions  of  the 
licence , 

No  new  applications  were  received*  As  in  previous  years  sane  nuisance  was  caused  hy 
itinerant  van  dv/ellers  living  at  roadsides  hut  these  were  kept  under  watch  and  action  taken 
\ander  the  Highways  Act,  1959  as  appropriate, 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSHICTION. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  at  the  three  slaughterhouses  in 
the  district  rose  from  7,311  to  7,829  an  increase  of  518  and  100^  inspection  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

The  details  of  slaughtering  are  as  follows 


Address 

Animals  Killed 

No.  of 
visits  made 

1 i 

Horses 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  i 

Pigs 

Total 

1 KLondyke,  West  Road  j 

132 

38 

50 

1 

34  1 

1 

256 

CM 

131,  Eastgate  1 

- 

1,129 

12 

8 

3,1AB  1 

1,951 

6,248 

335 

i 13,  North  Street 

} 

- 

267 

8 

2 

773  I 

275 

1,325 

270 

Totals  1 

: j 

132 

1,434 

70 

11 

3,955  1 

2,227 

7,829 

677 

Ante-fflca*tem  examination  of  the  live  animal  was  carried  out  as  necessary. 

Althou^  an  efficient  meat  inspection  service  at  three  slau^terhouses  necessitates  seme 
overtime  working,  good  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  occupiers  and  slaughtermen  and  with  their 
help  this  was  kept  as  low  as  possible. 

The  next  table  shows  the  nimber  and  percentage  of  animals  affected  with  disease  and  the 
rather  high  figure  recorded  in  the  first  section  for  cows,  and  horses  is  due  to  the  numbers  of 
these  animals  killed  at  the  KLondyke  Abattoir  which  deals  mainly  with  casualty  stock  \^here  the 
possibility  of  mechanical  defect  due  to  fractures  and  bruising  is  much  higher.  In  general  the 
animals  slau^tered  in  the  town  are  of  a high  quality.  Tuberculosis  can  once  again  be  virtually 
ignored. 
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s 

Calves 

11 

11 

1 

9.8 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 

Cows 

70 

70 

11 

15 

37.1 

1 1 1 

i 1 1 

-4- 

Cattle  excluding 
Cows 

L 

^-d-  Q 

33  -I  “ ^ 

•* 

iH  «H 

1 

1 1 

0.07 

CVI  CVJ  1 

-d" 

IfV 

^ 2 ^ 
O -P  o 


6 


Details,  of  Unfit  Meat  Sxirrendered 


(a)  Carcases  or  Part  Carcases: 

2  Horse  carcases  and  all  organs 
2 Horse  carcases  and  all  organs 
2 Horse  carcases  and  all  organs 
1 Horse  carcase  and  all  organs 

1 Horse  carcase  and  all  organs 

4 Cattle  carcases  and  all  organs 

2 Cattle  carcases  and  all  organs 
1 Cattle  carcase  and  all  organs 
1 Cattle  carcase  and  all  organs 
1 Cattle  carcase  and  all  organs 
1 Cattle  carcase  and  all  organs 
1 Cattle  hindquarters 

1 Cattle  hindquarters 

4 Cow  carcases  and  all  organs 

2 Cow  carcases  and  all  organs 
2 Cow  carcases  and  all  organs 

2 Cow  carcases  and  all  organs 

1 Cow  carcase  and  all  organs 

3 Cow  hindquarters 

2 Cow  forequarters 

3 Shee^  -carcases  and  all  organs 
2 Sheep  carcases  and  all  organs 
1 Sheep  carcase  and  all  organs 
1 Sheep  carcase  and  all  organs 
1 Sheep  carcase  and  all  organa 

4 Sheep  hindquarters 

1 Pig  carcase  and  all  organs 
1 Pig  carcase  and  all  organs 
1 Pig  hindquarters 

1 Calf  carcase  and  all  organs 

(b)  Offals; 

19  Horse  Livers 
54  Cattle  Livers 

2 Cattle  Heads 

8 Cattle  Heads 

1 Cattle  Head 

9 Cattle  Lungs 

2 Cattle  Lungs 
4 Cattle  Lungs 


Tumours 

Bruising,  Extensive 

Oedema 

Emaciation 

Fever,  General 

Fever,  General 

Peritonitis,  Acute  Septic 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Septic 

Bruising,  Extensive 

i^aemia 

Emaciation 

Bruising 

Abscess 

Bruising,  Extensive 

Fever,  General 

Peritonitis,  Acute  Septic 

lyaemia 

Emaciation 

Bruising 

Baruising 

Fever,  General 

Metritis,  Acute  Septic 

Jaundice 

Abscesses 

Iknadiation 

Bruising 

Nephritis,  Acute 

Odour 

Bruising 

Immaturity 


Parasites 
Abscesses 
C.  bovis 

Actinobacillosis 

Tuberculosis 

Pneumonia 

Contaminated 

Abscesses 


1  Cattle  Spleen  and  Skirt 

1 Cattle  ICLdney  (pair) 

/*.  Cow  Livers 

6 Cow  Livers 
8 Sheep  Livers 

2 Sheep  Livers 
10  Pig  Heads 

16  Pig  Livers 

3 Pig  Livers 

86  Pig  Lxmgs  (sets) 

31  Pig  Plucks 
2fl  Pig  Hearts 
13  Pig  Mesenteric  Pats 
2 Pig  Kidneys 
6 Pig  Hocks 


Peritonitis 

Hydro-nephritis 

Cysts 

Angiomata 

Pliikes 

C^sts 

Tuberculosis 

Necrosis 

Qysts 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

Pericarditis 

Tuberculosis 

Nephritis 

Arthritis 


The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  found  on  examination  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  surrendered  by  the  owner  for  destruction  amounted  to:- 


Carcase  Meat 


Offal 


5-tons.  18-cwt,  1-qrt.  17 -lbs. 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963. 


17-cwt.  2-qrts.  14-lbs. 


Approximately  half  way  through  the  yesr  the  new  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  19^3  were 
published  and  came  into  force  on  the  first  day  of  October.  The  main  provisions  of  these 
Regulations  was  to  provide  a statutory  code  of  inspection  to  be  followed  by  the  meat  inspector. 
This  was  similar  to  the  voluntary  code  which  has  been  in  operation  for  so  many  years  first  as 
Memorandum  62  and  later  as  Memorandum  3,  i^ut  amendments  and  tiie  knowledge  that  inspection  was 
now  subject  to  statutory  control  increased  to  seme  extent  the  inspectors  duties. 

The  other  main  controversial  provision  of  the  Regulations  was  the  compulsory  charge  levied 
on  the  trade  for  the  marking  of  the  animal  to  certify  that  inspection  had  been  carried  out  and 
by  TAhem,  Many  Meat  Inspectors  considered  that  the  infection  of  meat  shoxild  be  a service 
provided  by  the  local  authorities  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  districts  found  that  the  cost 
of  providing  100%  inspection  was  prohibitive. 


Your  Co\ancil  decided  to  levy  the  maximum  charges  peimitted  by  the  Regulations  (i.e,  2/(i 
per  Bovine  or  Horse,  9d,  per  pig  or  calf  and  6d,  per  sheep)  and  the  income  from  the  1st 
October  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  £101,  7s.  -d.  During  a full  year  assuming  that  the 
present  pattern  of  slaughtering  ccxitinues,  the  income  frem  this  source  will  be  between 
£350  - £400,  The  final  Ministry  grant  for  meat  inspection  up  to  31st  March,  1963  amounted 
to  £91.  -s.  2d. 


As  a farther  result  of  the  Regulations  and  the  necessity  of  the  animals  being  marked  to 
indicate  the  name  of  the  inspector  and  the  local  authority,  the  Council  came  to  an  agreement 
with  the  South  Kesteven  Rurel  District  Council  to  provide  relief  meat  injectors  viien  I am 
absent  from  duty  due  to  holidays,  etc. 
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I would  express  my  gratitude  to  Mr,  Grainger  and  Mr.  Jackson  of  Spalding  who  carried 
out  this  work  so  well  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  before  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Regulations  and  to  Mr.  Chivers,  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr,  Hyde  of  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District 
Council  since  the  new  arrangement  was  approved. 

Sla\ighterhouses  Act.  1958. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  three  private  slai:i^terhouses  were  in  operation  within  the 
Urban  District,  These  were  as  follows 

13,  North  Street,  Bourne  - occupied  by  Messrs,  W.H.  Ewles  & Sons 

31,  Eastgate,  Boiime  - occupied  by  Messrs,  T.W.  Mays  & Sons  Ltd, 

Klondyke,  West  Road, 

Bourne  - occupied  by  Messrs,  T.W.  Mays  & Sons  Ltd, 

The  slau^terhouse  at  Eastgate,  which  had  been  occupied  for  several  years  by  the  Council 
as  a Public  Abattoir,  was  licenced  upon  receipt  of  a direction  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Pood  as  a private  slaughterhouse  not  withstanding  objections  'which  had  been 
received  to  Messrs,  Mays's  application. 

Work  was  continuing  at  each  of  the  premises  to  Iring  them  up  to  the  required  standard  of 
fitness  and  applications  were  recei-ved  for  renewal  of  licences  which  e3q)ired  on  the  31st  March, 
1963.  The  "Appointed  Day",  lAhen  all  slaughterhouses  shovild  comply  -with  requirements  being 
1st  April,  1963. 

By  this  day  'work  had  been  con5)leted  at  the  premises  at  13,  North  Street  and  Eastgate, 
Bourne  and  these  -were  licenced  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Owing  to  the  hard  winter,  v/ork  had 
been  delayed  at  the  Klondyke  slau^terhouse , West  Road,  Bourne  where  complete  new  lairages, 
horse  slaughtering  bay  and  sanitary  facilities  had  to  be  provided  but  as  there  seemed  a 
possibility  that  this  outstanding  work  could  be  completed  ■within  a reasonable  tine,  the  Council 
decided  'to  issue  a temporary  licence  to  the  30th  June,  19 63.  This  work,  in  fact,  was  completed 
before  this  date  and  the  slaughterhouse  re-licenced  to  the  31st  December,  1963. 

Thus,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  the  district  was  provided  with  three  slaiighterhouses  of  good 
structviral  and  hygienic  character  vhere  meat  could  be  prepared  in  satisfactory  surroundings 
consistent  vd.th  the  nature  of  this  l^e  of  work.  One  of  the  pleasing  featinres  of  these 
reconstucti.ons  was  the  provision  of  adequate  messroom,  toilet  and  washing  facilities  for  the 
employees. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  applications  -were  received  fran  the  occupiers  of  all  three 
premises  for  a renewal  of  their  respective  licences  although  there  was  a possibility  of  the 
premises  at  13,  North  Street  closing  do'wn  as  a result  of  its  sale  to  a national  retail 
organisation,  ^e  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  your  Coimcil  decided  to  renew  the 
licences  for  a further  period  of  twelve  mon'fchs. 

At  all  times  close  liaison  was  maintained  "with  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture , Fisheries  and  Pood  and  the  ad'wice  and  assistance  of  their  Veterinary  Officers 
greatly  appreciated. 

Messrs,  T.W.  Mays  cS:  Sons  maintained  throughout  the  year  an  adequate  service  for  the 
collection  of  skins,  hides,  unsound  meat  and  waste  products  v^ich  were  removed  immediately  frcm 
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the  slaAAghterhouses  and  taken  to  their  works  at  Eastgate  and  The  Slipe  for  processing. 

Slaijghter  of  Animals  Acts,  1953  - 1958. 

Seven  slaughtermen  were  licenced  by  the  Cotoacil  during  the  year  and  two  of  these 
licences  include  the  slau^ter  of  horses  in  addition  to  bovines,  sheep  and  pigs.  Of  these 
licences  one  was  a new  licence  and  six  renewal  of  existing  licences. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  - Kaackers  Yard. 

The  Council  again  renewed  the  licence  in  respect  of  the  knackers  yard  at  The  Slipe,  Boume, 
occupied  by  Messrs.  T.W.  Mays  & Sons.  These  premises  also  contain  digestion  plant  for  the 
disposal  of  animal  viraste  products  and  seme  scaell  is  occasionaliy  noticed.  There  was,  however, 
little  n\iisance  from  this  cause  during  the  year  and  no  complaints  were  received.  Improvements 
effected  during  the  year  included  the  provision  of  additional  refrigeration  facilities. 

Food  Inspection. 

Food,  other  than  meat,  examined  at  shops  and  one  warehouse  during  the  year  and  found  to 
be  \anfit  consist  mainly  of  tinned  goods;  in  particialar  canned  luncheon  meat  and  milk  products. 

The  total  wei^t  of  such  food  surrendered  and  destroyed  amounted  to  3-cwt.  Iqrt.  11-lbs. 

During  the  year  the  following  ccmplaints  of  imsatisfaotctry  food  were  received  and 
inve  s t igat ed : - 

fl)  Maggot  in  block  of  chocolate 

(2)  Flour  infested  v/ith  maggots 

(3)  Loaf  containing  piece  of  cellophane  wrapping. 

The  first  two  were  due  to  the  articles  being  kept  for  an  exceptionally  long  time  on  the 
shelf  before  sale  and  enquiries  were  instituted  with  the  manufacturers  of  the  chocolate  as  to 
the  possibility  of  openly  marking  the  date  of  manufacture  on  the  articles  instead  of  code 
marking.  Trade  interests  are  not  apparently  agreeable  to  this  and  the  answer  does  seam  to 
be  for  a suitable  system  of  stock  rotation  to  be  adopted  by  all  retailers. 

In  the  case  of  the  third  item  a warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  occupier  of  the  bake- 
hovise. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  folloAfTing  food  business  were  operating  within  the  district 


Butchers 


General  Provisions 
Wet  fish 


Cake  Confectionary 
Fruit  and  Vegetable 


Fried  Fish 


8 

22 

1 

3 

3 

4 


Slaughterhouses 
School  Kitchens 
Public  Houses 
Bakehouses 
Sweets  and  Tobacco 
Restaurants,  cafes 


3 

2 

34 

4 

8 

5 


ID 


Market  Stalls 


Fruit  and  Vegetables  3 

Wet  Fish  2 

Cooked  meats,  etc.  1 

Sweets  1 

Mobile  "Hot  Dog"  Stall  1 


The  number  of  inspections  made  xjnder  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations,  19^0,  was  134»  As  a result  of  these  inspections  the  following  work  was  carried 
out:- 


Repairs  to  walls,  floors  etc,  of  food  rooms  7 
Unsatisfactory  washing  arrangements  3 
Unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  2 
Cleanliness  not  up  to  standard  2 
Unsatisfactory  protective  clothing  2 
Absence  of  provision  of  accommodation  for  clothing  2 
Food  placed  on  groiind  6 
Animals  in  food  rooms  1 
Insect  infestations  7 


Regular  visits  are  made  to  all  rooms  in  'w^ch  food  is  prepared  e.g,  butchers  making-up 
rooms , kitchens  and  bakehouses.  Inspections  are  also  made  of  meat  delivery  vehicles. 

Ten  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausages  and  pressed,  pickled,  potted  or  preserved  food. 

Ice-cream 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  within  the  district.  Twenty-five  shops  are  registered  for 
its  storage  and  sale.  This  is  all  of  the  pre-packed  variety  manufactured  by  national  firms. 

It  is  also  sold  by  two  cafes  and  the  cinema* These  premises  being  exempt  from  the  Registration 
provisions. 

During  the  summer  months,  11  samples  v/ere  sutmitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  Of  these,  9 were  graded  as  Grade  I and  tv/o  as  Grade  II. 

In  addition  ice-cream  is  retailed  from  mobile  vans  operated  by  Messrs,  Walls  and  Costa  Bros, 
of  Billingborough, 

Milk 


This  commodity  is  supplied  in  Bourne  by  the  following  distributors: - 


M.  Bradshaw,  Abbey  Road,  Bourne 

J,R,  Chapman,  Billingboro\:igh 

T.H.A.  Curtis,  West  Road,  Bo\jme 
PeterboroiJgh  and  District  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd, 

Moisey  Bros,,Meado’ivgate , Bourne 


Ovm  herd' s Tuberculin  Tested  milk  farm  bottled 
and  Pinchbeck  Dairies. 

Own  herd' s Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  farm 
bottled.  Pinchbeck  Dairies. 

Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies, 

Own  dairies. 

Pasteurised  milk  supplied  by  Mir,  Bradshaw, 


Throughout  the  year  samples  of  milk  as  retailed  were  purchased  and  subnitted  to  the 
Puhlic  Health  Laboratory  for  testing  for  cleanliness  of  prodvction,  efficiency  of  pasteurisation 
and  disease.  The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  these  examinations 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGJJATIQN)  RBCULATICKS,  I960 

- RESULT  OF  SAMPLES  EXMINED 

TEST 

Number 

Subnitted 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Negative 

Result 

Positive 

Res\alt 

1,  Methylene  Blue  (Cleanliness) 

17 

16 

1 

- 

- 

2,  Phosphatase  (Pasteurised  Milk) 

8 

8 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Turbudity  (Sterilised  Milk) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Ring  Test  (Brucella) 

17 

15 

2 

- 

- 

5.  Inoculation  (Tuberculosis) 

15 

- 

- 

15 

- 

6,  Inoculation  (Brucella  Abort-us) 

15 

- 

- 

14 

1 

Result  of  samples  submitted  by  Kesteven  Coimty  Council  - 1Z^  Satisfactory 

- Unsatisfactory, 

In  addition  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Kesteven  County  Comcil*  s Health  Department  obtained 
a nimber  of  samples  within  the  district.  Two  unsatisfactory  Ring  Tests  and  one  unsatisfactory 
guinea  pig  inoculation  test  were  obtained  frcm  one  supplier  indicating  the  presence  in  the 
herd  of  a cow  giving  miHc  affected  with  Brucellosis, 

The  appropriate  authority  was  notified  and  as  a result  bacteriological  exanination  of  the 
whole  herd  was  carried  out  and  the  affected  animal  r moved.  The  owner  also  gave  an  under- 
taking to  have  any  new  animals  tested  before  introducing  them  into  the  herd. 

As  the  present  law  stands  the  offending  animal,  once  removed  from  the  herd  could  find 
its  way  into  another  herd  and  continue  giving  infected  milk.  It  seems  a pity  that  the 
amount  of  trouble  taken  in  ascertaining  the  positive  reactor  should  be  lost  in  this  way. 

Hotels  and  Public  Houses 

A survey  was  made  of  all  public  houses  and  the  defects  fotind  were  attended  to  by  the 
licencee  or  Brev/ery  Company, 

Following  several  representations  to  the  Breweiy  owning  the  Nags  Head  Hotel  about  the 
\jnsatisfactory  sanitary  acccmmodation  provided  for  men,  a Statutory  Notice  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  89  of  the  Public  Health  Act  , 1936  was  served  and  as  a result  plans  were  submitted 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  provision  of  new  internal  sanitary  acccmmodation  with 
personal  washing  facilities,  including  hot  and  cold  water.  This  has  been  provided  and  plans 
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have  also  been  approved  for  improved  sanitary  and  personal  washing  facilities  at  the  Angel 
Hotel,  The  importance  of  good  washing  and  toilet  facilities  at  all  places  vihere  food  is  sold 
and  consxamed  cannot  be  over  estimated  and  one  looks  forward  to  the  day  Virhen  all  such  premises 
have  these  most  necessaiy  amenities  for  the  health  and  convenience  of  customers. 

Other  improvements  made  at  local  inns  as  a result  of  informal  representations  inclioded 
renewal  of  urinal  accommodation,  improvement  of  tenants  sanitary  accommodation,  donolition  of 
derelict  buildings  and  disused  closets,  tracing  drainage  defects  and  cleaning  of  cellars. 

Market  Food  Stalls 

The  stalls  selling  cooked  meats  and  sweets  have  their  own  apparatus  for  providing  hot 
water  for  personal  washing.  The  wet  fish  stalls  have  a supply  of  cold  water  obtained  ffom 
near-by  premises.  It  is  understood  that  new  Regulations  will  cone  into  force  dealing  with 
stalls  Twhich  at  the  moment  are  subject  to  limited  control  from  hygiene  standards, 

PEST  CQTTROL 

The  administration  of  the  Pirevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  is  carried  out  with  the 
assistance  of  Mr,  C.  Eoffe,  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator,  This  employment  was  of  a full  time 
natijre  for  the  first  and  last  three  months  of  the  year  and  on  a part  time  basis  dxjring  the 
summer  months.  In  addition  to  rodent  control  work,  general  disinfestation  is  undertaken  and 
includes  treatment  for  ants  and  destruction  of  wasps  nests. 

No  serious  infestation  was  encountered  in  the  central  part  of  the  district  and  all  complaints 
were  attended  to  with  little  delay.  Regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  agricultural  properties 
and  more  occupiers  took  advantage  of  the  operator’s  services  to  treat  their  land,  dykes  and  stacks 
the  cost  being  recharged  by  the  Council.  "Pree"  treatment  is  given  to  dcmestic  properties.  In 
addition  visits  were  paid  to  threshing  operations  and  inspections  made  to  see  that  adequate 
netting  was  provided  to  entrap  escaping  vermin  so  that  it  could  be  destroyed.  The  Council 
continued  its  service  of  supplying  concentrate  Warfarin  to  farmers  who  preferred  to  undertake 
their  own  treatment  and  an  increase  of  such  supplies  recorded  over  the  previous  year. 

Two  meetings  were  held  in  the  Spring  and  Autumn  of  the  Kesteven  and  Lindsey  Workable  Area 
(Rodent  Control)  Ccnmittee  at  Lincoln  and  in  addition  to  guest  speakers  an  opportunity  was  given 
of  raising  questions  and  points  of  interest. 

Owing  to  the  very  cold  months  of  the  first  part  of  the  year,  it  was  not  possible  to  examine 
the  state  of  infestation  of  the  sewers  but  at  the  first  opportunity  a treatment  with  the  new 
poison,  Pluoracetamide , was  undertaken  and  all  inspection  chambers  baited.  Only  a handful  of 
infested  points  were  found  and  these  were  re-treated  at  three  monthly  intervals  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  main  work  vmdertaken  and  premises  inspected 
during  1963:- 


T 

TEE  OP  EROPEROT 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Eiouses  inc. 
Cnl.  Houses 

(5) 

All  other 
(inc.  Business 
premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  1, 

2.  & 3. 

(5) 

Agricultioral 

No.  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority' s District 

19 

1,787 

291 

2,097 

78 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  on  canplaint 

6 

58 

8 

72 

- 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by:- 
Common  Rat 

House  Mouse 

3 

1 

54 

4 

6 

2 

63 

7 

- 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course  of 
Survey  under  the  Act 

7 

118 

45 

170 

230 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by;- 
Common  Rat 

House  Morose 

4 

2 

84 

2 

29 

117 

4 

222 

Total  nromber  of  properties 
othervrise  inspected, (v^en 
visited  primarily  for  sane 
other  prorpose) 

No,  of  infested  properties 
(in  Sect.  1,  3j  4)  treated 
by  L.A. 

10 

144 

8 

162 

44 

I would  again  like  to  thank  the  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture's  Pest  Control  Staff 


for  their  help  which  is  always  readily  available, 

AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY.  HEALTH  & ^vVELFARE')  ACT.  1956. 

Inspections  made  27 

Unsatisfactory  Sanitary  Accommodation  fovind  1 

Unsatisfactory  Sanitary  Accommodation  Remedied  1 

N'umber  of  Preraises  subject  to  Act  6l 


OFFICES.  SHOES  MD  RKLUm  IRMISES.  ACT,  1963. 

The  long  awaited  Act  received  the  Royal  Assent  during  the  course  of  the  year  but  its 
provisions  would  not  come  into  operation  mtil  I964.  In  the  meantime  the  old  legislation 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  Shops  Act,  1950  was  implemented.  No  canplaints  were  received 
but  two  notices  were  given  to  shops  about  unsatisfactory  toilet  accommodation  for  the  staff  which 
was  found  on  a routine  inspection, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  outbreak  of  Sonne  lysenteiy  which  had  ccanmenced  early  in  December,  1962,  continued  with 
unabated  vigoxjr  during  the  first  few  months  of  the  year  and  the  final  notifications  were  not 
cleared  mtil  the  end  of  April,  During  the  year  90  notifications  of  Sonne  dysentery  were 
investigated  involving  374  visits  to  houses  and  the  obtaining  of  233  swabs  for  examination, 

81  were  reported  on  as  positive  and  this  involved  further  visits  and  re-swabbing  until  the 
patient  showed  no  evidence  of  infection.  At  all  visists  the  importance  of  personal  hygiene 
was  stressed  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  excellent  liaison  with  the  schools  and  doctors 
resulted  in  early  information  of  suspicious  cases  and  investigation  could  be  made  vidth  little 
loss  of  time. 

Apart  fran  this  outbreak,  little  time  was  spent  on  other  infectious  diseases  and  no 
disinfection  undertaken, 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT.  1956 

The  district  continiaes  to  enjoy  a clean  and  smoke-free  atmosphere,  IXjring  the  year  visits 
were  paid  to  the  few  industrial  plants  situated  in  the  town  and  only  one  ccmplaint  was  received 
of  smoke  nuisance.  This  was  taken  up  with  the  operator  of  the  plant  in  question  and  some 
improvement  effected. 

No  donestic  smoke  control  programme  v/a^  considered  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
private  use  of  the  smokeless  fuels,  in  particular  gas  and  electricity,  continued  to  grow.  Your 
Council,  in  considering  heating  for  its  old  peoples  flatlets  at  Worth  Court,  Eastgate,  chose  to 
retain  solid  fuel  for  the  central  heating  and  hot  water  supply  with  the  individual  flatlets 
heated  by  electricity, 

FACTORIES  ACT.  19 6I. 

Uie  table  gives  details  of  inspections  and  contraventions  found.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  Councils  work  in  this  respect  is  now  limited  mainly  to  ensuring  that  factories  have 
adequate  sanitary  acccanmodation.  In  addition  to  factories,  building  sites  were  visited  and 
the  inadequate  sanitary  arrangements  made  by  one  contractor  notified  to  them.  In  this  respect 
I feel  that,  as  a minimum,  chemical  closets  should  be  provided  instead  of  the  more  usual 
’hole  in  the  ground'  covered  by  a sentry  box  type  of  arrangement. 
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1,  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections  1 
(5)  1 

Hifritten 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sect,  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  L,  A*s, 

9 „ 

2 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Sect.  7 is  enforced  by  the  L.A..  , 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sect,  7 

is  enforced  by  the  L,A*s  (excluding 

j 

out -workers'  premises) 

16 

12 

1 

- 

Total 

73 

A6 

6 

- 

2,  Cases  in  ^/lrtlich  DEPECTS  were  found. 


Particxalars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  fotind 

Number  of  cases  in  vhich 
prosecutions  were  insti- 
tuted 

(6) 

Foimd 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  1 By  H.M. 
Inspector  i Inspector 
(4)  1 (5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperatiore 
(S.3) 

** 

mm 

Inadequate  ventilation 

_ 

. 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S,6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

6 

6 

1 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Out-work 

Total 

6 

6 

: 

- 

1 

- 

No  outworkers  were  registered  as  employed  in  the  district, 

WAITER  AND  WATER  SAMELES 

The  greater  part  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with  mains  water  supplied  by 
the  South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board  who  regularly  take  samples  for  Bacteriological  examination. 

Sane  more  isolated  properties  obtain  supplies  fron  private  bores  and  these  have  been 
sampled  by  this  department,  Conplaints  were  received  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  about  seme 
of  these  supplies  freezing  up  due  to  the  very  cold  weather  but  in  these  cases  alternative 
arrangements  were  made. 

One  private  bore  to  the  house  and  shop  at  No.  13,  North  Street  gave  a series  of  xansatisfactoiy 
samples  and  the  Council  requested  that  an  alternative  supply  be  made  available.  The  house  became 
vacant  due  to  the  sale  of  the  property  and  the  shop  and  outbuilding  ceased  to  be  tised  after  March, 
1964.  The  bore  to  the  East  gate  slau^terhouse  was  also  fo\n:d  tote  unsatisfactory  and  its  use 
condemned  for  purposes  connected  with  the  preparation  of  meat. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  samples  taken; - 


Ref.  No, 

Address 

Source 

Resiilt 

1. 

Eastgate  Slaughterhouse 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

2, 

5,  South  Pen  Road 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

3. 

18,  South  Pen  Road 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

4. 

Eastgate  Slaughterhouse 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory 

5. 

Queen’ s Road  School  Kitchen 

Mains 

Satisfactory 

6, 

Knackery ard.  The  Slipe 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

7. 

Eastgate  Slaughterhouse 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory 

8. 

Chemical  Manure  Co.  Office 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

9. 

Klondyke  Abattoir 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

10. 

Brickyard  Cottages 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

11. 

9,  11,  Cawthorpe 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

. 12. 

West  Road  Reservoir 

Mains 

Satisfactoiy 

15. 

Standpipe,  Cattle  Market 

Mains 

Satisfactory 

14. 

Boxome  Laundry 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

15. 

Klondyke  Abattoir 

Bore 

Satisfactory 

16. 

Grammar  School  Kitchen 

Mains 

Satisfactory 

17. 

13,  North  Street,  Bourne 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory 

18. 

13,  North  Street,  Bourne 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory 

19. 

13,  North  Street,  Bourne 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory 

20. 

13,  North  Street,  Bourne 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory 

21. 

13,  North  Street,  Bourne 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory 

22. 

13,  North  Street,  Bourne 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory 

23. 

13,  North  Street,  Bourne 

Bore 

Unsatisfactory 

One  statutory  notice  was  served  requesting  the  owner  of  a house  to  provide  a supply  cf  water 
in  the  house  instead  of  an  external  standpipe  and  two  informal  requests  made  with  the  same  object. 
These  were  in  hand  at  the  year  end. 
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Watercress  Beds 


At  the  heginning  of  the  year  four  watercress  mrseries  were  operating  within  the  district 
situated  as  follows; - 


Harrington  Street 
Exeter  Street 
Well-Head  field 
South  Road 


Messrs.  E.N.  Moody  & Sons  Ltd. 
Messrs.  E.N.  Moody  & Sons  Ltd. 
South  Lincolnshire  Water  Board 
Hereward  Watercress  Co.  Ltd. 


These  were  visited  at  regular  intervals  and  samples  of  the  bores  supplying  the  beds  all  showed 
satisfactory  results.  The  beds  were  frozen  for  several  weeks  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  it 
was  not  until  March  that  sampling  could  be  continued  to  assist  in  the  national  survey  of  sources  of 
pollution  of  watercress  which  had  commenced  in  the  Autumn  of  1962.  Sampling  for  this  investigation 
cesLsed  in  May,  1963  and  the  reports  were  subnitted  to  the  Working  Party  for  consideration. 

Swimming  Bath 

Another  poorish  svimmer  ensured  that  the  swimming  pool  was  not  used  to  capacity.  Nevertheless 
a weekly  sample  of  the  water  in  the  pool  and  paddling  pool  were  submitted  to  the  P.H,  Laboratory 
at  Peterborough  for  examination.  The  following  are  the  resiiLts:- 


_ _ i Probable  number 

Sample 

per  lOQml, 

Plate  Count 
per  100ml, 

Coliform  bacilli 

Bact,  coli 
(type  1) 

1. 

35 

2. 

- 

5 

3. 

- 

1 

4. 

- 

70 

5. 

- 

50 

6. 

— 

22 

7.  i 

- 

16 

8. 

- 

15 

9. 

- 

¥) 

10. 

— 

57 

11. 

- 

68 

12. 

- 

A4 

13. 

- 

31 

lif. 

- 

52 

15. 

- 

56 

16.  1 

- 

24 

17. 

- 

47 

18. 

- 

57 

19.  Present 

Present 

50 

13  - 


(Table  cont.) 


Sample 

Probable  number  per  lOQml 

Plate  Comt 
per  lOQml. 

No. 

Coliform  bacilli 

Bact.  coli 

(type  1) 

20. 

55 

21. 

— 

— 

48 

22. 

- 

- 

60 

23. 

- 

- 

84 

24. 

- 

- 

57 

25. 

— 

- 

57 

26. 

- 

- 

49 

27. 

— 

- 

28 

28. 

- 

- 

39 

29. 

- 

- 

41 

30. 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

- 

- 

- 

32. 

- 

- 

- 

33. 

Present 

- 

293 

34. 

- 

- 

730 

35. 

— 

- 

84 

36. 

- 

- 

6 

37. 

— 

- 

50 

38. 

- 

- 

40 

It  vdll  be  seen  that  coliform  bacilli  were  present  on  two  occassions  and  that  twenty-seven 
samples  shov/ed  a plate  count  of  over  30  colonies  per  ml.  The  two  samples  showing  coliform 
bacilli  were  as  a result  of  the  chlorination  plant  being  out  of  action  and  the  results  improved 
when  the  plant  was  functioning.  The  plate  count  showed  that  over  70^  of  samples  were  higher 
than  30  colonies  per  ml,  which  is  in  excess  of  the  recommendations. 

Laboratory  Services. 

At  this  point  in  my  Report,  I woiald  again  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  excellent  help  and 
assistance  received  throughout  the  year  by  Dr.  Glencross  and  his  staff  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Peterborough.  Baey  veiy  kindly  examine  and  report  on  specimens  and  sanples  of 
watei;  milJc,  ice-cream,  etc,  and  are  always  most  willing  to  give  help  and  advice  whenever 
possible, 

SEWERAGE 

With  the  completion  of  the  West  Street  - West  Road  re-sewering,  further  consideration  was 
given  to  the  continuation  of  the  programme  early  in  the  year,  it  was  decided  to  commence  the 
sewering  of  Willoi:i^by  Road  area  so  that  the  Coxmujil  co\ild  make  provision  to  accept  sewage  from 

- 19  - 


the  Thtirlby  area  of  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council  in  accordance  with  the 
agreement. 

At  the  same  time  a meeting  with  the  Welland  River  Board  was  held  and  agreement  reached 
to  divert  and  improve  the  Carr  lyke  to  deal  with  the  excess  surface  water  expected  as  the 
schemes  progressed. 

During  June  the  Ministry's  Engineering  Inspector  attended  at  the  Council  Chamber  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  the  next  stages  of  the  Sewage  Scheme  and  all  interested  parties 
attended.  Later  the  official  notice  from  the  Minister  was  received  accepting  the  necessity 
for  the  scheme  and  the  Council,  in  order  to  be  in  a position  to  accept  the  Rviral  District 
Coijncil's  sewaLge  gave  approval  to  the  Consulting  Engineers  to  prepare  the  necessary  details 
for  the  first  stage,  the  laying  of  a new  sewer  from  Willoughby  Road  to  the  Sewage  Works.  A 
tender  was  accepted  to  carry  out  this  work  and  work  did  commence  early  in  the  New  Year.  In 
the  meantime  negotiations  were  still  proceeding  with  the  Drainage  Authorities  to  facilitate 
the  commencement  of  the  next  stage, 

RTBLEC  CLE.'jySIlS^ 

Collection  of  household  and  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by  a S.  & D.  side-loading  freighter 
employing  driver  and  four  labourers.  During  the  year  this  was  ret\irned  to  the  works  for 
extensive  overhaul  and  repairs  and  should  give  satisfactory  service  for  a further  period. 

Nevertheless,  consideration  vdll  shortly  have  to  be  given  to  the  provision  of  another 
vehicle  not  only  because  of  the  age  of  the  existing  freighter  but  also  due  to  continued 
housing  development  the  existing  collection  rota  is  continually  stretched  to  ensure  a 
weekly  collection. 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  and  a charge  made  for  its  removal  and  disposal.. 

the  end  of  the  year  the  old  refuse  pit  had  reached  the  end  of  its  tipping  life  and  it 
was  levelled  and  taken  back  by  the  owners.  In  the  meantime,  agreement  wsis  reached  to  cormence 
tipping  in  the  old  railway  cutting  and  this  was  begun  in  October.  The  Coioncil  agreed  to  the 
purchase  of  a bucket  and  blade  for  the  tractor  and  levelling  of  the  new  tip  has  been  carried 
out  with  the  aid  of  this  apparatus.  In  addition  the  equipment  has  been  of  very  great  use  in 
many  other  sides  of  the  Council's  work  and  fully  justified  the  irifcial  expenditure.  The 
first  section  of  the  cutting  will  only  have  a limited  life  and  further  tipping  apace  will  be 
necessary  in  the  near  futiire.  It  is  hoped  that  suitable  arrangements  will  be  made  to  continue 
on  this  site. 

Public  litter  bins  and  baskets  are  provided  in  all  parts  of  the  town  but  litter  continues 
to  be  a problem  despite  the  constant  exhortations  by  press  and  T.V, 

Street  sweeping  is  carried  out  daily  in  all  main  roads  by  sweeper  and  orderly  cart. 

GSI'QJIAL  SANITATION 

During  the  year  98  complaints  were  received  and  attended  to.  These  ranged  from  such  diverse 
subjects  as  smells  in  hoiises  dioe  to  drains  or  gas  leaks,  keeping  of  pigs,  derelict  sites  and 
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buildings,  burst  W.C.  pipes,  and  straying  cats.  In  all  cases  advice  was  given  and  viiere  the 
nxjdsance  was  due  to  a structural  matter  this  was  taken  up  with  the  owner  d*  the  property  and 
repairs  carried  out. 

Privy  Conversions 

Two  further  privees  were  converted  to  W,C.*s  at  lyke  and  notices  served  for  tv/o  further 
conversions. 

Schools 

Representations  continued  to  be  made  to  the  Education  Authority  about  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  the  sanitary  accamnodation  at  the  County  Primary  School,  Abbey  Road,  Suggestions 
that  the  old  external  accommodation  should  be  demolished  and  new  toilets  provided  were  not  accepted 
'by  the  County  Council  who,  instead,  prepared  a scheme  of  improvement  of  the  existing  accanmodation 
in  view  of  the  proposal  to  build  a new  primaiiy  school  at  some  future  date.  The  siaggested  improve- 
ments were  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year  but  a milder  winter  did  not  reveal  if  the  insxilated 
roofs  would  withstand  the  frost  damage  which  had  caused  such  trouble  during  the  19 62-19 63  winter, 

Pollowing  representations  by  your  Health  Cccomittee,  a scheme  of  decoration  and  improvement 
was  drawn  up  for  the  Central  School  Kitchen  in  Queen*  s Road  but  this  was  not  in  hand  by  the  year 
end. 

Cattle  Market 

Drainage  improvements  were  carried 
accommodation,  A plan  for  a \jrinal  was 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS.  1928 

All  licenced  pronises  were  visited 
the  storage  of  petrolem  spirit  was  28. 

CONCLUSION 

Following  the  resignation  of  your  Surveyor,  Mr,  W,H,  Howard,  in  July,  the  Council  decided  to 
revert  to  the  former  practice  of  combining  the  duties  of  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr,  B.  Pashley,  Mrs.  J,  Orford  and  Mr.  J,  Bloodworth  for  their 
help  and  assistance  to  me  during  the  early  stages  of  the  new  appointment,  I would  also  express  my 
continiiing  thanks  to  Miss  J,  Bxurchnell  and  Mr,  C,  Roffe  for  their  work  in  the  Public  Health 
Department, 

Throughout  the  year  I have  received  and  am  grateful  for  the  support  and  help  of  yo\jr  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr,  H,  Ellis  Snith  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Mr.  P,  Mason  and  his  staff. 

Finally,  I cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  thanks  to  Councillor  J,K,  Mason, 
the  Chairman,  and  the  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  interest  in 


out  during  the  year  and  the  tenants  asked  to  provide  sanitary 
approved  by  the  Council, 


and  at  the  year  end  the  number  of  premises  licenced  for 
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all  the  activities  of  the  Department  and  also  to  the  Chairman  and  Ifemhers  of  the  Coxoncil 
for  the  kindness  and  coisideration  shovffi  througjiout  the  year, 

I am, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs,  Tipler  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully. 


N,  BUCKIE, 

Public  Health  Inspector, 
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